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eter “Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his con- 
science to the legislator? Why has every man a conscience, then? I think 
that we should be men first, and subjects afterwards. It is not desirable to 
cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right. The only obligation 
which I have a right to assume is tu do at any time what I think right.” 
—Henry David Thoreau. 


Above: The sloop Everyman sails from 
San Francisco for the Pacific testing 
area; Alcatraz prison is in the back- 
ground. On Saturday Everyman was 
stopped at sea by US Coast Guards and 
her crew arrested. 

Left: A concentration camp. 


“Tt wasn’t I who persecuted Jews . . . 
This was done by the Government... 
I accuse the rulers of abusing my 
obedience . . . Obedience has always 
been praised as a virtue. Therefore 
permit me to request that this fact 
should be considered.” 

—Adolf Eichmann, 
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FUTURE 


LET YOUR MONEY EARN 
FOR YOU 


Fixed term three years 


Interest accrues from date of 
investment 


“‘Gulde for Investors” sent 
on request 


ST. PANGRAS 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 


200 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, N.W.3 


and ac 


112 COMMERCIAL RD. BOURNEMOUTH 


Classified 


Terms: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. 6d. 
(Box No. ts, extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.!. 
Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


Advertise in Peace News for results. Smalls rates 
above—discounts for series. Displayed advertise- 
ment rates on application. Ads. Manager, P.N., 
§ Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Meetings 


Dr. Maurice Burton on ‘‘ Rhythm and Ritual in 
Nature."" Sun., June 3, at 11 a.m. S.P.E.S., Con- 
way Hall, W.C.1. 


‘* Members One of Another.'’ Speaker: Janet W. 
Rees. Friends’ House, Euston Road, N.W.1. Sun- 
day, June 3, at 6.30 p.m. 


Women Against War. Peace Outing, Brighton, Sun- 
day, June 3. Bring the children for a day by the 
sea. 10 a.m. train from Victoria. Peace Meeting 
on Front 3 p.m. 


Personal 


Conscientious Objectors to further service in the 
Armed Forces who seek information and advice ag 
to their position may write to the Secretary of the 
Continuing Committee of the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors, 5-7 Langley Lane, Ifield, 
Crawley, Sussex. 


Duplicating, verbatim shorthand, typing (tapes, 
etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beaconsfield 
Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 


Estimate required for burning off and painting out- 
side of large house. Accommodation if desired. 
David Graham, 9 Kings Ave., Bromley, Kent. 


Consultant treats nervous conditions, 
disorders, personal habits and problems. G. Stocker, 
MBHA, 14 Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, N.W.3. 
SWIss Cottage 4904. 


A book for the Moment 


Christ ina 
Nuclear World 


By John J. Vincent 


Foreword by George F. Macleod 


A detailed critique of the Churches’ nuclear 
debate so far, with the first complete 
statement of the full theological, scientific 
and political facts upon which new attitudes 
can be based. 


“ Cultivates new ground for pacifists and 
nonpacifists.” (Dr. Donald Soper) 
“Excellent: just what is needed in the 
present situation.” (Canon Collins) 

““A profoundly Christian position elaborated 
with clarity, political realism and moral 
urgency.” (Prof. Joseph Sittler) 


160 pp. 74in, x 5in., glossy covers. 5s. net. 
From your usual! booksellers, or (post 9d.) 


housmans 


5 Caledonian Rd London N1 
Published by 


CRUX PRESS, 
4 Rodborough Rd, Manchester 23 


New Sherwood School 


A coeducational progressive 
parent owned school emphasising 
cooperation rather than 
competion, takes day and 
boarding puplis 5 to18 


Epsom 9619 


Advertisement copy and details for Diary, 
intended for publication in Peace News 
dated June 15, must be received by Thurs- 
day, June 7 at the latest. 


ANYTHING TO SELL, 


BUY OR EXCHANGE? 


Our classified columns will help you 
3d. a word—minimum 2s. 6d. for each small ad. 
WRITE YOUR AD. HERE—one word in each space 


Ss. 


The Advertisement Manager, Peace News Ltd., 


§ Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 


Please insert my ad. in next............issue(s). 


I enclose P.O. value... 


NAME......... CeLneene Piekes ee ee 
ADDRESS........ ROondbHESeBbgdebEeEo concen 
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Middle-aged TV actor going quiet cottage needs 
companion (female preferred). Box No. 87. 


Old Green Pound Notes received with gratitude. 
Our work of mercy to orphans, lepers and the poor 
of the world always goes on. If you have no “ Old 
Ones,"* ‘‘ New Ones "' will do at a push. War on 
Want, 9 Madeley Road, London, W.5. 


War Resisters’ International welcomes gifts of 
i 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middx. 


Girl student (pacifist) seeks vacation job, preferably 
Croydon area, London considered. Slatter, 4 Mel- 
ville Road, Bristol 6. 


Student (male, 20) interested in people and their 
problems, wants satisfying job July to September. 
Write C. Madeley, 10 Foley Road, Streetly, Sutton 
Coldfield, Warwickshire. 


Holiday Accommodation 


August 17 - September 2 - Czechoslovakia £28. 
CND students and under 21's wanted to 
make up party on Prague visit. Secretary, Barking 
YCND, 3 Sunningdale Ave., Barking, Essex. 


Brook Linn Guest House, Callander, Perthshire. 
Centre for Trossachs and mountain scenery.. Health- 
giving vegetarian meals (VCA). Special Family 
terms. Mrs. Muriel Choffin. Tel.: Callander 103. 


on lovely site, well equipped, gas fire. 
23 - July 14, from Sept. 1. 
Penzance. 


Welsh-Shropshire Border. ‘* Bryn Tanat "" Guest 
House, Liansantffraid, Montgomeryshire. Delightful 
grounds. Peace with comfort. W. Holland brochure 
pa an eal lade eh eee 


Libraries bought : politics, economics, world affairs. 
RIV. 6807. The Hammersmith Bookshop, W.6. 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
i i To make the service 


as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 

1 Send entries to arrive not later than First Post 
Monday. (Friday preferred). 

Include date, town, time, place (hall, street); 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secre- 
tary’s address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified or dis- 
played advertisement. 


31 May, Thursday 


Claygate, Surrey: 8 p.m. Village Hall. 
Kerr and Dr. Peter Pauling: ‘‘ Women Against the 
Bomb.”* 


nN 


Havant, Hants: 7.30 p.m. Red Cross Hall. Open 
Meeting. John Boyden: ‘‘ How to Deal with 
Russia."" CND. 


London, E.21: 8 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Bush 
. M. A, Allen: ‘' 50 Years 
of Sherlock Holmes."' PPU. 


London, W.1: 8 p.m. St. Mark's Parish Hall, 
Homer Row, (nr. arylebone Rd.) Film Show: 
“* Stars,’' ‘‘ Hearts of Spain."", CND. 


1 June, Fri—16 June, Sat 


Bayswater and Paddington : House-to-house collection 
for Algerian Refugees and Orphans. Collectors 
needed: Assemble from 6.30 p.m. 35 Chilworth 
Mews, London, W.2. (AMB 8718). IVS. 


1 June, Friday 


Brighton : 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Centre. Dr. Rachel 
Pinney : Listeners for Peace. 


Croydou: 8 p.m. 32 Birchanger Rd. Freedom from 
Hunger Meeting and formation of local Oxfam 
group. 


Derby : 7.30 p.m. Abbey Labour Club, Woods Lane. 
Brains Trust, including physicist, biologist and 
medical doctor :: ‘‘ The Effects of Radiation and 
Fall-Out."". CND. 


Erith: 8.30 p.m. Electricity Showrooms, Pier Rd. 
Film : ‘‘ Children of Hiroshima."’ CND. 


Lymington: 7.30 p.m. Wellington Room, Community 
Centre, New St. Public Meeting on Nuclear Disarm- 
ament. Speakers : Canon and Mrs. Collins. CND. 

pt I SS a 


2 June, Saturday 


Bradford: Assemble 3 p.m. School St., Cheapside, 
for Poster Parade. 


Grange-over-Sands 1 3.15 p.m. Meeting at the home 
of J. Bullough, Field Broughton. Speaker : George 
Gascoigne. Grange Peace Group. 


Leamington Spa: 2.30 p.m. Assemble top end of 
the Parade for poster parade and leafleting. CND. 


London, W.1: 2 - 8 p.m. Empire Rooms, Tottenham 
Court Rd. Summer Fair: Goods stalls and side- 
shows. 3 - 8 p.m. Mahatma Gandhi Hall, Fitzroy 
Sq. Art Exhibition and Arts and Crafts Fair. CND. 


London, W.C.1: 3-5 p.m., Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., Euston. Rowland Philcox : ‘‘ Order 
of the Great Companions." Universal Religion- 
Pacifist Fellowship. 


n 


3 June, Sunday 


Coulsdon: 3 p.m. 87 Chaldon Way. Arlo Tatum : 
World Peace Brigade. Surrey Area PPU. 


London, W.1: 3 p.m. Air St. (behind Swan and 
Edgar's, Piccadilly Circus). Assemble for West End 
Poster Parade. CND. 


London: 3 p.m. Trafalgar Square. ‘‘ No British 
Arme for Verwoerd." Sherif Guellal, Anthony 
Wedgwood Benn, Moses Mabida, Rosamond John, 
Manuela Sykes, Fenner Brockway, M.P. Anti- 


Apartheid Movement. 


Britain's oldest Socialist weekly - vigorous, forth- 
right and consistently against war - the ‘* Socialist 
Leader.’' Indispensable to peace workers and uni- 
lateralists who want up-to-date information of home 
and world politics. Fourpence weekly, Obtainable 
from your newsagent or from 197 King's Cross Rd., 
London, W.C.1. 


Out today. June issue of Youth Against the Bomb. 
Includes: ‘‘ Civil Defence - Callous Fraud or 
Saviour of Thousands ?"’ - Tom Driberg, M.P. 
““ Will CND be Proscribed ?’’ — David Boulton. 
Views on the Alan Clayton affair, 6d. monthly. 
8s. a year (including postage) from YCND, 2 Car- 
thusian St., E.C.1. 


Accommodation Wanted 


Wanted - holiday accommodation elderly couple. 
Waikers. Anywhere 75 mile radius Bristol, June or 
July. Box No. 88. 


Young lady 18 seeks accommodation with family, 
pref. vegetarian; Manchester area. Tel.: Cheetham 
4957 at night. 


Accommodation Vacant 


mpaign Liven up your group discussion 
with CND tapes. Now ready: No. 1. Michsaet 
Foot's speech on May 25, 40 mins., 12s. No. 2: 
Speeches by Lt.-Col. Lort-Phillips and Dr. Anne 
McLaren (Biologist). Also ‘‘ Out of their Own 
Mouths "" (readings from the statements of East and 
West). 40 mins., 12s. Sale only. Cash with order. 
154 Corbyn St., N.4. ARC 7200. 


Inexpensive rubber stamps for printing ‘‘ Ban the 
Bomb, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament,” and 
ND symbols on envelopes, etc. Details from David 
Josephs, 463 City Road, Birmingham, 17. 


Pedigree Pembroke Corgi pups with undocked tails. 


Write Moore, Aylesmore, Shipston-on-Stour, War- 
wickshire, 


Hailsham, Sussex: 7.30 pm. Summerhealth Hall, 
Summerheath Rd. Public Meeting. Speakers : 
George Clark, Phillip Sansom. Chairman: Alan 
Albon. C'tee of 100. 


en rs 
London, W.1: 8 p.m. 8 Stafford St. (off Albemarle 
St.). E. Petrakis: *‘ Collaboration with CND and 
other bodies.** Fellowship Party. 


7 June, Thursday 


London, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Bush 
Rd., (nr. Green Man). Myrtle Solomon: ‘‘ Why I 
Became a Pacifist.’"". PPU. 


9 June, Saturday 


Bristol: 3 p.m. St. Michael’s Church Hall. J f 
Sale for PFC. Helpers welcomed cul. gis 


London, W.1: 3 p.m. Manette St. Open Air Meet- 


ing. Speaker: Richard Headicar. 
Err r eadicar Poster Parade 


9/IO June, Sat-Sun 


Ardnadam Pier, Holy Loch: 4 p.m. Saturday to 
5.0 p.m. Sunday. Action Against Polaris.  Sit- 
down blocking Pier. C'tee of 100. 


London: 10 am.-5.30 p.m. 
Service 
LAN 124 


9/Il June, Sat-Mon 


Merseyside CND Whit March. Assemble each day 
at 10 a.m. Saturday: St. George's Hall, Walton, 
Aintree, Kirkby, 3 p.m., Norris Green 6 p.m. 
Sunday : Queen's Drive, East Prescot Rd. junction, 
Childwall, Woolton, Speke, Garston, Sefton Park 


} a CND Constructive 
Bulging Children's Playground. Details : 


Charing Cross, Wallasey. Final Rally at New 


Every week 


Saturdays 


Croydon: Trinity School of Sir John Whitgift, High 
St. — manning a bookstall, leafleting. 10 a.m.-5.45 
pm. YCND. 


W.11: Golborne Rd... 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 am.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 
Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 


off Portobello 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Bigg Market, Peace News 
selling. Helpers urgently needed to extend work. 
"Phone Michael! Worrall! 36387. 


Orpington: 9.30 am. - 5.30 p.m. High St. (ar. 
W. H. Smith's), Manning bookstall, teafleting. 


Nottingham : 7-9p.m. Slab Sq. Open Mtg. Theo 
in ‘' Flying Horse "’ Hotel till 10 p.m. Speakers 
and leafleters welcome each week. CND. 


Saturdays and Sundays 


London: Toynbec Hall, Commercial St., E.1. Work 
camps take place every week-end to help old and 
handicapped people in the slums of London. ‘Phome 


BIS 9112. IVS. 


Thursdays 


Edinburgh : 7.30 p.m. The Partisan, 46 Victoria St. 
Wark party meets to address envelopes, make 
posters, etc. CND. 


leadea, E.th: & pm. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., Bush 
Rd. (wear Green Man), E.19 and Ell Greup PPU. 
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IN HOSPITAL: 


The general public has recently shown 
great interest in the nursing profession and, 
because of their pay dispute, nurses have 
suddenly found themselves in the headlines 
of the national press. 


A lot has been made of the so-called 
appalling conditions and old-fashioned dis- 
cipline that nurses are credited with 
enduring. These do exist, but they have 
been greatly exaggerated. 


At my hospital, the large, gaunt Nurses’ 
Home, with its seemingly never-ending 
corridors, was built at the turn of the 
century. Central heating has been installed 
only over the last three years. Previously, 
even though nurses’ rooms were bitterly 
cold throughout the winter, use of electric 
fires was forbidden. 


We are lucky to have single rooms, which 
are quite a good size. They are cleaned 
daily by maids, though we make our own 
beds. The dark brown furniture and beige 
walls are pretty depressing. There is a rule 
that nothing is to be pinned or stuck on 
the walls but this is widely disregarded. 
The Home Sister does an occasional tour 
of inspection and then everything has to 
come down. 


Washing facilities are adequate and each 
floor has an inefficient hair dryer. In each 
corridor there are a gas ring and kettle and 
a room with primitive laundering facilities. 


The crime of 
nuclear testing 


rouse public opinion 
with these campaign 


Pamphlets 


Nuclear Testing and the Arms Race 
Adam Roberts 6d (3d) 


5s doz post free 


Hazards of Nuclear Tests 
Prof. Lionel Penrose, FRS 2d (3d) 


7s 6d, 100 55s, 1,000, post free 
Do You Know? 


(Facts about Atom and Hydrogen 


Bombs—with diagrams) 
2d (3d) 


7s 6d, 100 55s, 1,000, post free 


There Is No Alternative To Peace 
Prof. Linus Pauling: Facts about 


the H-Bomb and Tests 
2d (3d) 


5s 100 post free, 37s 6d 1,000 post free 


The Hazards of Atomic Radiation 
University Group on Defence Policy 


Is (3d) 


Ils doz post free 


Accidental War 
—some dangers in the 1960's 
(The Mershon Report) 
Introduction by Bertrand Rusself 


* Ts (3d) 
lls doz post free 


Tooling for Inhumanity 
Ella Winter 9d (3d) 
postage extra shown in brackets 


new literature list now available 
please send stamped envelope 


hlousmans 


Peace News booksellers 
5 Caledonian Rd London NI 


Only our uniform is laundered by the 
hospital; everything else we do ourselves. 
There are two ironing and sewing rooms 
in the basement. 


We have three sitting rooms and a television 
room. These are well furnished and com- 
fortable. There is a gramophone which 
seldom works and spends more time being 
repaired than being played. 


Food is always an absorbing topic in any 
institution. Ours, in the general view, is at 
best poor and, more often, disgusting. Of 
course cooking good food for large num- 
bers of people is always difficult. There 
are occasional good meals-and_ the 
occasions are becoming rarer - but normally 
we find it better to go to our rooms and 
eat cheese and biscuits. The dining room 
is anyway too small and, especially at 
lunch time, chaotic. Tables and chairs are 
cramped together and there are not enough 
of them. 


I should add that student nurses are not 
allowed to live away from the hospital - 
“living in” is compulsory throughout the 
whole training period. 

There are fairly good facilities for recre- 
ation. We have two tennis courts and a 
swimming pool. The pool is closed during 
the winter, boarded up and used for 
monthly dances and film shows. There is 
also a small garden for the nurses. 
Lecture and class rooms are old and are 


going to be rebuilt soon. The class rooms 
are divided by wooden partitions and we 
can often hear a Sister Tutor lecturing in 
the next room. In the main lecture room 
the acoustics are very bad and some nurses 
in the back rows find it difficult to stay 
awake. There is also a practical class room 
where we are taught nursing procedures, 
ranging from bedmaking to resuscitation, 
which we carry out in the wards. A small 
but excellent library is attached to the 
Schoo] of Nursing and there is a general 
library for all the hospital staff. 


When nurses themselves do not feel well 
they can go to the Nurses’ Sick Room in 
the morning to see the physician. It always 
seems that for trivial things you are kept 
in bed for a week while for serious com- 
plaints you are treated as a malingerer. 


The first object of nursing is to ensure the 
welfare of the patient. Where life and 
health are at stake, reasonable discipline 
is essential to minimise the risk of error. 
In most hospitals the discipline is reason- 
able and matrons are not now as rigid as 
they used to be. 

Nor is it unreasonable to ask student 
nurses to be in the Home by midnight, 
especially as they have to get up at seven 
in the morning. But this is perhaps the most 
irksome rule of all. Whenever you go out 
for the evening, you have to keep one eye 
on the clock all the time and it is infuriat- 
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a student nurse describes 
her working and living conditions 


ing always to have to leave early to be 
sure you will be back at the Home before 
the doors are locked. 


You can get late passes, up to three a 
month, by applying to the Assistant Matron. 
With a late pass you can stay out till three, 
but you can never get one if you have to 
be on duty early the next morning. 


According to the rules we are not supposed 
to have the radio or gramophone on or take 
a bath after 11.30 p.m. Of course no-one 
takes any notice of this, Parties held in the 
Visitors’ Room (the only place where they 
can be held) have to end at 11 p.m. and 
all guests - especially male guests - must be 
off the premises by then, If you want to 
have visitors in your room you must get a 
Visitors’ Pass. Needless to say, only female 
visitors are allowed. 


A number of antiquated rules govern 
“hospital etiquette”. Some are necessary; 
others are absurd-for example, you have 
to greet a Sister before she greets you. I 
have heard that in one hospital student 
nurses have to stand with their hands 
behind their backs when they talk to a 
Sister. It is generally the old teaching hos- 
pitals that cling to these senseless traditions. 
Nurses don’t really live the way they do in 
books and on TV. But in spite of petty 
administration and poor salaries, it’s an 
exciting life with a great deal of personal 
satisfaction to be had from it. 


from Dr. Kr. Strijd 


Dutch socialists against the bomb 


A Pacifist Socialist Party has now been 
in existence for over five years in Holland. 
Its birth was the result of a breakaway 
from the Dutch Labour Party, whose 
leaders had made it clear that they had no 
intention of bringing pacifism into their 
programme. Looking at the present political 
scene, the pacifists are convinced that they 
were right to break away when they did. 
No other party in Holland supports either 
pacifism or socialism. The Dutch Labour 
Party, like other social-democratic parties 
in Western Europe, is a staunch defender 
of NATO. It still contains a few pacifists, 
but they have no influence on the party’s 
policy. The leader of the party recently 
referred to them as “unwitting and un- 
intentional fellow-travellers with commun- 
ism.” 

The DLP has in fact yielded completely to 
a sterile anti-communism, which is gradual- 
ly destroying its political insight. It seems 
to be content with Holland’s capitalist 
society, and no longer talks seriously of any 
radical structural change. By contrast, a 
Jesuit priest has recently emphasised that 
there is no room for social complacency 
in Holland. 


The Pacifist Socialist Party has had wide- 
spread support, particularly among young 
people, right from the beginning. In 
March 1959, it won 110,000 votes in the 
parliamentary elections, gaining two repre- 
sentatives in the Second House. One of 
them, Mr. N. van der Veen, died at Easter, 
after a long illness. 

Only four days after being sworn in, the 
PSP representatives published a declaration 
which called for an end to policies based 
on the division of Europe into hostile 
power-blocs. And when, after the Hungarian 
rising, Communists were excluded from 
certain parliamentary committees, Mr. van 
der Veen opposed the exclusion as a 
violation of democracy. 

PSP policy is summed up in the slogan 
“Socialism without the atom bomb”-a 
slogan which the Dutch Labour Party 
attacks as demagogic. But PSP members 
have no confidence in a socialism which 
accepts the atom bomb, since in the long 
tun the bomb endangers democracy itself. 
The Pacifist Socialist Party holds that if 
she is to help strengthen international con- 
fidence, Holland must leave NATO and 
work to build up a true democracy in the 
West, and a future free from want in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

A striking example of the party’s approach 
is the case of New Guinea. With the con- 
tinued build-up of Dutch forces there, the 


situation in New Guinea is highly ex- 
plosive. The PSP has consistently drawn 
attention to the dangers of the present 
policy, and called for the transfer of 
sovereignty in New Guinea to Indonesia as 
soon as possible. 

This stand, together with the rejection of 
armaments and the refusal to take sides in 
the cold war, is taken to be the cause of the 
party’s gains in the recent provincial elec- 


tions. The need for an_ independently 
organised pacifist socialist party is now 
clearly established, and as the party grows, 
it will be in a better position to influence 
government policy, as well as providing a 
stimulus to the Dutch Labour Party. 


Dr. Strijd is an editor of Bevrijding 
(Liberation), the fortnightly paper of the 
PSP. 


Pep-song parade 


Those who can remember the closing 
months of 1939 will perhaps tremble still 
at the recall of a particular scourge of the 
soul. It wasn’t so much the new war itself 
as the rash of new war pop-songs. Clever 
young men in offices off the Charing Cross 
Road were turning out ditties, ballads and 
exhortations; loudspeakers in canteens and 
elsewhere were hurling them at us all the 
time. 

We were invited to share the faith that 


The army, the navy and the a---i---r force 

Will keep our foes at bay! 
although, having been hauled into the ranks 
of the same, we saw little evidence of 
confirmation. None the less, at breakfast, 
dinner and tea we were going to hang out 
our washing on the Siegfried Line (the 
authors of that one were unlucky -it had 
to be quickly forgotten a few months later), 
and Hitler was going to run like a rabbit 
from a farmer’s gun. 
The experts on morale did not realise (one 
wonders if they ever do) that the war songs 
accepted into the canon have invariably 
been those which almost ignore war in 
favour of things made impossible by war : 
Tipperary, rolling out the barrel, the girl 
I Icft behind me. Blessedly, in a year or 
two, we passed on to less blatant themes : 
you are my sunshine, Jeannie with the light 
brown hair, and the white cliffs of Dover. 
These were not very profound, but at least 
they didn’t fool around with moral values. 
Perhaps the lowest depth of any in all ages 
was touched by “ Praise the Lord, and pass 
the ammunition” - worse than the unsung 
stanza in the national anthem. Is anybody 
ever tricked into a false heroism by 
such goings-on? Only, I suspect, the 
gallant souls who write and disseminate 
them. If there are still such geniuses lying 
in wait, one wonders what they have up 


their sleeves for World War Il. Is any- 
body contemplating an up-to-date version 
of the one that ends “ through the Russian 
pikes and Cossack spears, we carved our 
way to glory!” ? Lyric writers are in for 
a difficult time when it comes to rhymes 
for strontium, bacteria, leukaemia, fall-out, 
disintegration and bone-cancer. The pity 
of it is that so many lively pens are 
active with a way of lift that, sure as 
fate, will find them, in their last fateful 
four minutes, drafting such immoral 
idiocies. There’s money in it. Unfortunately 
there is not enough money for the pens 
and tunes employed in the effort away from 
that end. Such pens and typewriters, are 


running hot through lack of time and 
lubrication. You can pour in the oil, in the 
form of coin and currency. Apart from 
everything else, it is value for money in 
tipping the odds against a further outbreak 
of pep-songs. 

JACK SHEPHERD. 
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Phyllis Rodin 


The dove had already settled into the right 
wing of the spread eagle over the American 
Embassy and the marine had brought down 
the colours on the 31st day of the 24-hour- 
a-day Peace Vigil in Grosvenor Square 
when the diplomat from the United Arab 
Republic stopped to chat with the picketers. 
He had taken photographs two weeks before 
on his way to Washington and sent them 
back to Cairo where they had appeared in 
the local press. After two weeks in the 
States, he had 10 come by to make sure the 
protest still continued. 


A gentleman from St, Louis on a Sunday 
morning tour stops to ask the picketer with 
the picture of the 18-month-old baby, cap- 
tioned ‘“ Wanted Ative,” to stand in closer 
to his cine camera. He too has something 
he wants to convey. “People back home 
may agree with you. But they are so 
apathetic,” he says sadly. “Every time 
there’s a war it's the last one. So you just 
take what you can get while you can get it 
and forget about the rest.” He looks 
guiltily at the caption again. “But I hope 
you make out. And there’s lots of us over 
the water who feel the same way. We know 
the next war will be the last one .. . the 
last for the whole human race.” He pats 
his camera, “ This’ll show them back home 
that some of you aren't taking it lying 
down.” 

A lady from New York City, with tears in 
her eyes, watches the mothers sitting down 
in a one-hour Sunday morning protest. 
“Heroines,” she breathes. “Heroines. 
They’re not waiting till they lose two sons 


the line 
still holds 


Le Korea like I did. And for no reason at 
a fig 

A ten-year-old boy who, judging from his 
father’s campaign ribbons, never lived long 
enough tn one place to have a home to be 
loyal to, repeats what he’s been told to say: 
““Ban the Bomb maniacs.” 

After 3! days the marines no longer chal- 
lenge individual picketers to fisticuffs, They 
look away, shamefacedly. And the Embassy 
ofliciais now use the side entrance. 

But no outcry has been raised in the general 
press at the waste of the precious time of 
serious people who might be more crea- 
tively engaged. And Jack Kennedy hasn't 
sent anybody down the steps of the mauso- 
leum to ask the line to disperse. Not after 
the Councillor of the US Embassy failed to 
get George Clark to break the picket up 
even though he agreed to see a delegation 
inside the Embassy instead of on the front 
steps. 

Even the police haven’t been too difficult. 
There’s a series of agreements arrived at for 
the busy hours, and they like to see the 
grass tidy and the picket line strung out 
round the Square like pearls on a string 
rather than knotted up in clusters. But 
after the first skirmishes {o establish proper 
respect for Jocal authority were sorted out 
they proved most co-operative. 

As one of them said: “ We'll all be dead 
when the next war breaks. It's a free 
country still. And it might be a good thing 
that scmeone stands up to them.” 

The 168-hour-a-week watch has become for 
many an expression of hope for the future. 
People drop in whenever they’ve an hour to 


spare and pick up a banner to march back 
and forth or around the Square, depending 
each day on the mood of the police 
inspector in charge. 

They file in morning, noon and night from 
Hackney, Hampstead, Sevenoaks, Surrey, 
Wimbledon, London East, West, North and 
South, Welwyn Garden, Harrow; Americans, 
Scots, Irish, Canadians; men, women and 
children; Quakers, Christians, Jews, Mus- 
lims; working men, intellectuals, clerks, 
machinists, nurses, teachers, hoping against 
hope that some impression will be made 
on the intransigent powers that be across 
the road, and that some word will get across 
the sea to the man in the White House 
whom Councillor Olson of the American 
Embassy told the delegation he finally 
agreed to see, was the only one who knew 
the reason for continuing the tests. And it 
has had its effect. 


A solicitor from Chicago wanted us to 
know ihat. He asked many searching ques- 
tions ‘Do your leaders come down to 
picket ? Will you stop at banning tests or 
go on to outlawing war? Can you con- 
tinue till all tests are banned?” 


He was surprised to learn that the Peace 
Vigil was a spontaneous, self-perpetuating 
demonstration for which no one group was 
fully responsible, though the burden of the 
watch was carried by the CND groups with 
the aid of the Committee of 100, 

He and his wife took photographs and 
filmed the picketers to show to friends back 
in Hlinois, They both hoped the Peace 
Vigil would continue. 


People get the Government they deserve, 
but they wouldn't believe this if they looked 
more closely at the Tories. Consider the 
past few weeks. The British Ambassador 
has a party in Cape Town to celebrate the 
Queen’s birthday. Whites only. It turns 
out that non-whites are never invited to the 
Ambassador’s functions when South African 
Government officials are present. Mean- 
while the Conservatives continue to export 
arms to South Africa. 

Troops are now sent in anywhere without 
Parliament discussing the matter, let alone 
approving. And when an attempt is made 
to move the adjournment so that forces for 
Thailand may be discussed, it is voted down 
five to one - Mr. Gaitskell voting with the 
Tories and most Labour Members abstain- 
ing. When motions on nuclear tests got on 
the Order Paper last Friday they were 
talked out by Tory back-benchers. 

The Government derives £800,000,000 from 
tobacco taxation and takes no action after 
weeks of prodding about the millions spent 
on tobacco advertisements. Meanwhile it 
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In Parliament 


Sets aside a paltry £25,000 for publicity to 
combat the dangers of cigarette smoking. 
It gives away £83,000,000 in surtax but can- 
not alford to pay the nurses a living wage. 
Only the threat of massive strike action got 
the dockers their eight or nine per cent 
increase, 

The great military muddle continues. Some 
of Mr. Watkinson’s remarks are of epitaphic 
proportions: “The President of the United 
States has the ultimate decision over all 
American nuclear weapons, but I think that 
he is also pledged to consultation as far as 
it is possible in the time available.” 

Even on relatively minor matters bureau- 
cracy jis rampant. The question of setting 
up a National Sports Council was “ actively 
under consideration” 14 months ago. 
Asked why no decision has yet been 
reached, Mr. Henry Brooke replies: ‘“ Be- 
cause the Government do consider these 
matters very carefully.” 

All this takes place in an atmosphere of 
increasing lethargy garnished with abuse for 
those who dislike the rules. When Frank 
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Allaun refers to current German praise for 
Nazi war criminals, the Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty replies: ‘“ Increasing numbers of 
hon. Members are fully aware of where the 
hon, Member’s affiliations lie.” Even his 
apology is set about with qualifications. _ 
Meanwhile Parliament staggers on in Its 
tired and irrelevant manner, Next week's 
debate on the Common Market will be held 
on Derby Day, when there is traditionally 
a dispersal exercise at Westminster. Mem- 
bers of the House of Lords receive three 
guineas a day attendance money and the 
Prime Minister is being asked for a similar 
scheme for the Commons. A _ suggestion 
that certain Members be paid three guineas 
a day to keep away hasn't got far. _ 

The main value of Parliament to radicals is 
now as a source of information, mainly 
obtained at Question Time. The fact that 
most newspapers don’t print it doesn’t help 
matters, but it’s still there for the searching, 
On May 15 the Prime Minister again under- 
took to discuss with the Attorney-General, 
“when certain appeals have been disposed 
of,” the operation of the Official Secrets 
Acts. Asked by Sydney Silverman if he 
realised “that the fact that‘leave to appeal 
to the House of Lords has been given in- 
volves a situation which means that after 50 
years of this legislation there are stil] points 
of public importance unresolved,” the Prime 
Minister replied, “ Yes, but . . .” - which 
for a master of evasion was surely a rash 
statement indeed. 

The additional cost incurred by the Metro- 
politan Police in dealing with the Alder- 
maston march this year has been calculated 
at £2,750, a Home Office spokesman said 
on May 17. The demonstration against 
American tests in Grosvenor Square on 
April 26 cost £700. Fines imposed totalled 
£283, costs £440. 

The Postmaster-General explained on May 
17 that he was aware of broadcasts by the 
Voice of Nuclear Disarmament on BBC 
TV after the 11 p.m. close down. “My 
engineers are under instruction to track 
down these transmissions and their efforts 
to do so are continuing. But there are severe 
practical difficulties about tracking down a 
transmitter which operates intermittently 
and at varying locations.” 


THIS 
IS YOUR 
WORLD 


First things first 


The working budget of the World Health 
Organisation for 1963 will be rather over 
£10,000,000. The world’s total expenditure 
on armaments is around £43,000,000,000. 


‘Conservative’... 


“We must recognise that the affairs of 
nations are not determined by goodwill 
tours, alms-giving, gestures of self-denial, 
rehabilitation projects and discussion pro- 
grammes. The affairs of nations are deter- 
mined - for good or evil - by power.” - 
Senator Barry Goldwater, likely “* conserva- 
tive’ candidate for the Republican nomina- 
tion for the next US presidential elections, 
in his recent book Why Not Victory 2 


... or ‘liberal’? 


Nelson Rockefeller, Governor of New 
York, and likely “liberal ’’ candidate for 
the Republican nomination for the next 
US presidential elections, told a Denver, 
Colorado, audience recently that crises such 
as Laos could posslbly be avoided if the 
United States would take - and keep - the 
initiative in the fight against Communism. 
Earlier the same day, speaking at Colorado 
Springs, he said the US must not be afraid 
to use nuclear weapons “to _ preserve 
freedom.” 


Progress in the USA 


Scientists working for the United States 
Government have produced a new and 
eliective anti-flea chemical. You add the 
preparation to dog food; the dog eats the 
food; the fleas bite the dog. And the fleas 
then have a heart attack. 


Comsubeastlant 


Commander Courtney, Conservative MP for 
Harrow, East, asked in the House of 
Commons on May 23 what were the “ desig- 
nated duties and area of operational respon- 
sibility ” of Comsubeastlant in time of war. 
Mr. Orr-Ewing, for the Government, said 
he would be responsible for the operation 
of NATO submarines in the eastern 
Atlantic area. (For the benefit of English- 
speaking readers of this paper, Comsubeast- 
fant is the Commander Submarine Force 
Eastern Atlantic). 


Don’t talk democracy 


“You can’t talk democracy to people in the 
sense we understand when they are living 
on a standard well below what an American 
would spend to keep a dog. . . . I think 
the American government can stop encour- 
aging the belief that democracy is the only 
system of government that can work in 
every part of the globe. Charity is no solu- 
tion to African problems.” - Sir Roy 
Welensky, Prime Minister of the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, in an 
interview with a reporter from the National 
Review, the right-wing American magazine. 


You can’t trust... 


The Indian government has ordered the 
confiscation of all copies of the April 24 
edition of the Chinese government journal 
Peking Review on the ground that it con- 
tained an article questioning the “ territorial 
integrity and frontiers of India in a manner 
which is likely to be prejudicial to the in- 
terests of safety and security of India.” 


... the papers 


The Syrian government has suppressed its 
own newspaper because, the government 
claims, it was disseminating false news. 


Blasphemy 


A record made by a group of undergrad- 
uates at Oxford has been banned by the 
University Proctors. It is alleged that the 
record mocks Mr. Macmillan, 


A joke 

“A Labour Party which finds it has no 
room for Bertrand Russell will soon find it 
has no room for Socialism either” - 
Richard Crossman, MP. 
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the importance of criticism 


Peace News has been criticised recently for 
the amount of space it devotes to the arts, 
particularly in its film and theatre columns. 
Some of the criticisms have been unhelpful 
and objectionable in the worst English 
philistine manner. But most are very 
reasonable and certainly need to be 
answered, 

The most frequent criticism is that, while 
it would be nice to be able to spend time 
and energy on the arts, it is impossible to 
do so with the world in the state it is. 
Since the bomb is likely to go off at any 
time we must devote all our energies to 
stopping that catastrophe. As a paper, 
Peace News should reflect that situation. 
Although I see the force of this criticism, I 
am not persuaded by it. The struggle for 
good art seems to me just as important as 
the struggle against the bomb. To put it 
personally, my activities as a film critic are 
just as urgent and necessary to me as my 
activities as a member of the Committee 
of 100. 

To develop this point and make it clearer, 
I ought to say what I think the artist is 
doing when he makes a film or writes a 
play or novel. Put simply the artist has an 
experience which he thinks it’s both im- 
portant to understand and to communicate 
to other people. A concrete example of 
this would be the film about a conscientious 
objector, Thou Shalt Not Kill, which I re- 
viewed a couple of months ago. 

In that film, the director, Claude Autant- 
Lara, was trying to understand what it was 
like to be a conscientious objector and to 
communicate that understanding to other 
people. It is then that the critic comes in. 
It’s his job to judge how successful the 
artist has been. In the case of Thou Shalt 
Not Kill 1 thought that Claude Autant-Lara 
had communicated with his audience but 
had not properly understood what it was 
like to be a conscientious objector. 

‘\f course, there is no reason why people 
should accept a critic’s judgment. He is, 
after all, only a member of the audience 
who has paid special attention to the art 
form he deals with. 

I suppose everybody would agree with me 
about the need and value of film criticism 
in the case of a film like Thou Shalt Not 
Kill, which is about a subject of immediate 
anti-war interest, But what about films that 
don't have this kind of subject, which don't 
seem at all related to our most urgent poli- 
tical concerns? I'll try to show the value 
of criticism of this kind of film by dis- 
cussing a current example. 

A Kind of Loving 1s a film about a boy 
who works in a drawing office in a northern 
town, He is attracted by a girl, a typist in 
his office, and makes her pregnant in a care- 
less, unhappy way, Faced with the pros- 
pect of marrying her, he realises that he is 
very uncertain of his feelings for her. The 
marriage takes place and the couple settle 
down to a miserable existence in the house 
of the girl's domineering mother. The 
climax in their relationship comes when the 
girl has an accidental miscarriage. Finally, 
both of them learn some kind of maturity 
and settle for a marriage which has just a 
hint of growth and development in it. 

A Kind of Loving is a film in the Saturday 
Night and Sunday Morning mould. Its 
characters and situation are ordinary, every- 
day. It treats them with a respect and 
seriousness that you don’t normally get in 
the British cinema. The northern streets 
and houses where the film is situated are 
observed freshly and vividly. It is very 
well served by almost every one of the cast, 
particularly the girl, June Ritchie. And the 
conclusion of the film where the boy learns 
that nobody will make excuses for him, that 
he has got to settle for the future he has 
created for himself, is genuinely moving. 


But underneath these qualities one senses 


Alan Bates and June Ritchie in 
a scene from A Kind of Loving 


a certain emptiness. This is most evident 
in the direction by John Schlesinger. Too 
often the northern backgrounds and loca- 
tions are exhibited to the audience. You 
can almost hear the director saying, “‘ Look, 
this is a real northern landscape.” or “ This 
is a real industrial street.” There is the 
same exhibitionism in the background 
details and characters. At the beginning of 
the film the editing, particularly in the office 
scenes, has a showy restlessness which never 
allows you a chance to get any sense of 
place or atmosphere. 


The major weaknesses are in the script. 
You are never sure how to take the girl. 
At times she is presented as just a silly 
trivial chatterbox (the scene in the cafe 
where she talks about television), At other 
times she seems to have great intelligence 
and maturity (when she confronts the boy 
after he has been avoiding her and says 
“It's rotten being a girl sometimes”). 
These two sides of her never come together 
so you are never sure how responsible she 
is for the early failures of the marriage. 
The script also makes use of current socio- 
logical clichés; the girl’s mother is presented 
at a telly watching, trade union hating 
woman with silly middle class aspirations 
and is contrasted with the boy's decent old- 
fashioned working class family where the 
father plays a trombone in a brass band. 


To put it crudely, what has this story of 
pregnant girls and unhappy marriages got 
to do with the bomb? In writing about it 
J haven’t taken the film at its face value. I 
have been forced to make careful judgments 
about the film based partly on my under- 
standing of how film works as a medium 
(how the director communicates) and partly 
on my own knowledge and understanding 
of the situation. All art seems to me to 
force one to make such judgments. 
The relevance of this to people’s political 
and social attitudes should be obvious, Any 


political judgment should be based on a 
fine understanding of what people arc like. 
The twentieth century is almost a record of 
the fatal consequences of political ideologies 
which have made wrong judgments about 
people, from the liberal democratic belief 
in the essential reasonableness of man 
(destroyed by Hitler and the concentration 
camps) to the pacifist belief in the goodness 
of man (destroyed by two world wars). 
Art is always testing one’s experience, 
making one reconsider one's attitudes. To 
reduce this to a simple statement, why 
should you trust somebody who cannot 
make proper human judgments about the 
situation in A Kind of Loving to make 
proper human judgments in much more 
complicated situations like nuclear war- 
fare ? 

Besides testing experience, films, plays, 
novels, poetry, etc., are also ways of en- 
larging it You learn about people you 
know little of, situations you haven’t been 
directly involved in. In a film or a play 
we share an experience that we would not 
normally have. Imaginatively we learn 
something more about the world. 

The testing and enlarging of one’s experi- 
ence are the positive functions of art. It 
can also have important negative effects. 
The best example of this is the vision of 
the world that Hollywood films so often 
create. According to Hollywood, the world 
is populated exclusively by beautiful women 
and attractive men, living in luxurious sur- 
roundings, There are no serious problems, 
only misunderstandings that are easily 
sorted out; difficulties are always personal, 
there are no social and political problems. 
This vision of the world is constantly 
pumped at us (not only in Hollywood films, 
but also by television, press and advertising). 
And it is not done by direct conscious 
statements which would be easy to reject, 
but by suggestion to our unconscious, A 
great number of films are simply uncon- 


scious propaganda which fit us either for 
this world or any other. 

You can see the cinema have the same 
effect on a more sophisticated level. Take 
the effect of recent films like A Kind of 
Loving. In almost every one of them, des- 
pite a certain superficial cheerfulness on the 
part of the characters, there is a sense of 
drabness and defeat which comes both from 
the ugliness of the surroundings and the 
narrowness of the people’s lives. In none 
of them do people take great risks, start new 
lives. Nobody belongs to a church or a 
political movement. There are no disturbed 
people, no impressive people, no sinners, no 
saints. The basic pattern of the film is for 
the hero to settle for a situation which he 
strongly resents (usually marriage). 

Even the best kind of British film imagina- 
tively projects a world which has little 
excitement, little creativeness, but which it 
is easy to mistake for the truth because in 
many ways Britain is like this. But it is not 
the truth that I see and not the truth, I 
hope, most Peace News readers see. One 
of the most striking things about CND is 
the creative excitement it has brought into 
British life, both social and political, For 
the first time in a long while some people 
in Britain seem to care about what is hap- 
pening to them. 

1 am not saying that people attitude’s aro 
formed entirely by the press, cinema, tele- 
vision, etc. That is much too simple a view. 
Nor is it a case of wicked capitalists or 
Communists using the media as propaganda 
to keep the “ masses” in their place. Obvi- 
ously, in some ways a film reflects certain 
needs on the part of the audience, But 
I am certainly saying that part of the way 
we understand the world comes from art, 
and that most art in our society is imagi- 
natively a conservative force. And I should 
have thought that if I am right there are 
good reasons why Peace News readers 
should care passionately about the arts. 
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For many years sportsmen in South Africa 
have been waging a grim fight against 
racialism in sport - for the racial disease 
is as virulent in sport as it is in all other 
spheres of our lives. 

Since the Union was formed, more than 60 
years ago, “national” bodies have been set 
up exclusively for white South Africans, 
while purporting to represent the whole 
nation, For a long time these bodies were 
quite explicit about their racial prejudice, 
stipulating in their constitutions that mem- 
bership was exclusively for those of “ Euro- 
pean ” descent. 

But as pressure was gradually applied by 
protesting non-racial organisations which 
grew up alongside the whites-only bodies, 
the exclusive clauses were scrapped - in 
form, though not in practice, for they con- 
tinue to be ‘“ white-only,” and the most they 
are likely to concede is that a non-white 
organisation may affiliate to them as an in- 
ferior appendage, subservient to them, And 
the hollowness of this was shown very 
recently, 

In May of this year the all-white body 
announced that it was prepared to have 
non-whites in an athletics team to travel to 
Mozambique, provided their times were 
better than those of the white reserves 
selected. Two  non-whites, three-miler 
Bennet Makgamethe and half-miler Hum- 
phrey Khosi, proved (stop-watched by the 
white officials) that they were better. They 
were still excluded from the “South Afri- 
can”’ team, 

Most of the non-racial bodies have, of 
course, declined to accept this kind of sop. 
In soccer, lawn tennis, weight-lifting, table 
tennis, athletics, cycling, netball, softball, 
baseball and cricket the non-racial groups, 
representing ihe vast majority of the sport- 
ing population, have stubbornly resisted the 
offers of inferior and apartheid affiliation 
and have continued to press for full and 


Dennis Brutus 


equal membership. In 1958 these groups - 
with the exception of cricket - got together 
to form a co-ordinating body, the South 
African Sports Association, the better to 
prosecute their fight for fair play and the 
removal of racialism. 

To date there has been some success. But 
the real test will come this year at meetings 
of the International Football Association in 
Santiago and the International Olympic 
Committee in Moscow. In football the fight 
is likely to be long and hard-the white 
body has roped in a small group of 
“Bantu,” and is using one of them to pose 
in Chile as the spokesman of the non- 
whites, in the hope that the suspension they 
incurred for their racialism will be lifted. 
In the vital area of the Olympics the pros- 
pect is more promising. SASA has already 
made representations asking for an investi- 
gation of racialism in South Africa, and 
will now bluntly press for the expulsion of 
the apartheid body, which is internationally 
recognised, although it violates the Charter 
of the Olympic Committee by practising 
racial discrimination. The case will be 
strengthened by the recent flat edict of the 
Minister of the Interior, forbidding mixed 
South African teams either inside or outside 
the country. This is blatant racialism, and 
it is the duty of the Olympic Committee to 
see that it is punished. But much will 
depend on member countries of the IOC 
insisting that this is done. Unfortunately 
there are many countries (apparently in- 
cluding Britain and the USA) which seem 
to be anxious to shield South Africa from 
the punishment she deserves, 

Their efforts will not succeed for, oddly 
enough, South Africa is determined to be 
driven into the desert of sporting and cul- 
tural isolation. For the fanatics who rule 
at present firmly believe that they must be 
cut off from all possible threats to their 
“way of life.’ There will be even franker 


SOUTH AFRICA: 


TIME 


IS RUNNING OUT 


“Nothing could harm South Africa more 
than to create the impression that the 
country was spending millions on defence 
only to guarantee internal security.” - J. J. 
Fouché, South African Minister of Defence, 
March 28, 1962. 

“You must not think that we are arming 
against an external enemy. We are not. 
We are arming in order to shoot down the 
black masses.” - F. C. Erasmus, then South 
Africa’s Minister of Defence, October 5, 
1959. 

This year the South African Government 
will spend £60,000,000 on defence. This is 
nearly three times what it spent last year 
and more than it spent in any year during 
the last war. 

The South African army will be increased 
from 20,000 to 60,000 men. Mirage jet 
fighters capable of twice the speed of sound 
are being bought from France. Two 
destroyers, formerly in the service of the 
Royal Navy, are to be refitted and equipped 
as helicopter carriers, The South African 
forces already have French Alouette heli- 
copters. The South African police will soon 
be getting Belgian FN automatic rifles. 
South Africa is to have a number of new 
arms and ammunition factored. The first 
of these is being built by African Explosives 
and Chemical Industries, which is owned by 
Imperial Chemical Industries and De Beers. 
Speaking at a Nationalist Party féte quite 
recently, Mr. P. S. Marais, South African 
MP, said : “ Watch for further plans of the 
Nationalist Party which will make the 
young Republic of South Africa a great and 
mighty nation. I want to prophesy that our 
scientists will one day manufacture the atom 
or hydrogen bomb under a Nationalist 
Government.” 

Britain, France and Belgium are all mem- 
bers of NATO. NATO is a military alli- 
ance whose purpose, according to its con- 


stitution, is to defend freedom and demo- 
cracy. Guns, ships and planes from NATO 
countries are helping to bolster up the 
Nationalist Government in South Africa, a 
government which is trebling its expenditure 
on armaments in order, according to Mr. 
Erasmus, “‘ to shoot down the black masses,” 
or, according to Dr. Verwoerd, to defend 
South Africa from invasion by “ various 
African states.” 

After refusing to take any action against the 
racialist policies of the South African Gov- 
ernment for many years on the ground that 
it Was not our concern, the British Govern- 
ment was forced, by the pressure of public 
opinion in this country and throughout the 
world (in effect), to expel South Africa from 
the Commonwealth. 

Speaking in the debate on the South Africa 
Bill in the House of Commons in February, 
Mr. Edward Heath said: “The co-opera- 
tion between the United Kingdom and South 
Africa does not depend on Commonwealth 
membership. . . . No significant changes in 
the existing pattern of defence relations are 
involved, Our relations in the future will 
be the same as those with other friendly 
countries.” 

While Dr, Verwoerd builds up his army and 
his police with the support of the British 
Government, the suppression of the people 


-of South Africa, white as well as black, 


increases all the time. 

There is no question whether Dr. Verwoerd 
will win or lose in his efforts to impose 
apartheid on South Africa. He will lose. 
The only question is: Will he lose in a 
fearful, bloody revolution or can freedom 
still come to the people of South Africa 
without violence? The doctrine of apar- 
theid does not have long to live - but for 
the advocates of peaceful change time is 
very, very short; it may even now be too 
late. 


racialism or sport? 


avowals of apartheid in sport. For the only 
thing that matters in South Africa is the 
preservation of apartheid, whatever the 
consequences, 

It is hard therefore to be optimistic about 
the future in sport. As the late Christopher 
Gelt remarked, with a kind of grim opti- 
mism; “We shall have to go through the 
valley of the shadow first.” And that 
means isolation in sport as in all other 
fields of decent human conduct. 

Yet it is encouraging to note how much 
alarm has been expressed in Nationalist 
circles at the prospect of isolation in sport, 
and how much heart-searching has been 
provoked by the simple proposition that the 
best man ought ‘0 be selected once he has 


proved his ability. In the insane logic of 
apartheid, the black man must for a long 
time remain an inferior and subservient 
being; but it is hard to argue with a stop- 
watch, 

Perhaps, as the consequences of apartheid 
- and especially its illogicalities - are 
brought home to our white population, they 
may yet seek the path of sanity. In the 
meantime, there is little else for us to do 
but to continue to fight against apartheid 
on the sports field as in all other spheres. 
We must cling to our belief in fair play, 
knowing that it must ultimately prevail. 


Dennis Brutus is the Hon. Secretary, South 
African Sports Association, 


British support of South African racialism must stop... 
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In South Africa anybody who peers long 
and too hard at the inscrutable face of 
public affairs in the hope of extracting some 
meaning for himself is in grave danger of 
temporarily, if not permanently, losing his 
mind. 

South Africans know this: when it comes 
to the worst, they refuse to ponder the 
future. To preserve their mental health they 
pretend that the worst is not yet upon them. 
‘Opponents of Dr, Verwoerd’s Government 
continue to reason with him as though some 
political dialogue between Dr. Verwoerd 
and democrats were still possible, It’s all 
they can do to convince themselves that 
they are not nuw living in the middle of the 
greatest nightmare that has ever overtaken 
the country, 

This path to insanity is paved with the kind 
‘of legislation which cannot be enforced for 
long without compelling the Government to 
put into operation a fantastic machinery of 
repression. In view of the Government’s 
actions it is certainly understandable that 
Dr. Verwoerd and his near ones now place 
great reliance on NATO weapons. 


For the blacks, especially for the African 
politicians who have been trying to do the 
impossible, to walk the tightrope of non- 
violence, the latest Sabotage Bill introduced 
into Parliament by Justice Minister B. J. 
Vorster, must add greatly to the danger 
that they will lose their minds completely. 
The Sabotage Bill makes it almost impos- 
sible to criticise the Government without 
forfeiting your head or spending a maxi- 
mum of five years in South African gaols 
- which are certainly not renowned for their 
convivial atmosphere. 


The meaning of sabotage has been so 
broadened as to include not merely the 
blowing up of public installations, but sleep- 
ing in a public park as a sign of protest 
against the Government, to say nothing of 
actually voicing your protest in too loud a 
voice. If someone is found inside the 
borders of the country without the neces- 
sary papers, unless he can show that his 
path was enveloped in mist or fog so great 
that the border was practically unidentifi- 
able, he will be in danger of going to the 
scaffold. Nobody can publish or reproduce 
in any way anything ever said by any man 
banned from attending public meetings. In 
short, anybody who, in the considered 
opinion of the Attorney-General, has threat- 
ened the security of the state, can be 
brought to trial on sabotage charges: the 
onus, of course, is on the accused to prove 
that he is not guilty. 


When you begin to tell the world of the 
South African Government's intentions, 
everything tends to assume a cloak of melo- 
drama. You begin to feel as though you 


are being too insistent in making a point 
about a state of affairs which cannot pos- 
sibly exist. And pretty soon you are likely 
to lose your audience because essentially 
you do not, in the end, believe your own 
reports, 


What, for instance, is one to make of the 
clause of this Bill governing the publication 
or reproduction of statements by banned 
people? If you think that the Minister 
himself knows, you should be immediately 
disabused of this thought. Recently a news 
correspondent asked Mr. Vorster whether 
Mr. Luthuli’s book, Let My People Go, 
would now have to be withdrawn from the 
bookshops. The Minister not only didn’t 
know but had not even thought about it. 


This kind of candour is hardly heartening 
since, if you are to swing on so flimsy a 
charge, you want to know what constitutes 
the crime. However, graver troubles than 
this have beset certain outspoken editors 
who are now banned from making public 
speeches but who have, up to now, been 
using their journals to promote their 
opinions. Unless the Government drops 
this clause their own papers will not be 
able to print their views. Mr. Vorster was 
frank enough to confirm this when he re- 
ferred to the case of Patrick Duncan, editor 
of the liberal Cape Town fortnightly, 
Contact, 

Mr. Duncan, son of a former Governor 
General, is a man whom one would have 
thought would be a boon to the Govern- 
ment. He is so noisy in his hostility against 
Communists that he loses no opportunity 
to flush them out of any crevice in which 
they may be hiding. In his editorials he 
pounds mercilessly at them, sometimes 
sounding as though he would prefer Dr. 
Verwoerd’s regime to a Communist one. 
Few people had ever accused Dr. Ver- 
woerd’s regime of erring on the side of 
rationality, but the ban on Mr. Duncan was 
greeted by great consternation. He was, in 
the opinion of the Minister of Justice, fur- 
thering the ends of Communism. When he 
was further confined to the magisterial area 
of Cape Town he became very restless 
indeed, Eventually he skipped the border 
into the British protectorate of Basutoland. 
From there he has been able to continue 
writing editorials for his paper. 


Meanwhile, the Government is going ahead 
with its great self-government scheme for 
the Transkei. Many of the Xhosa tribes- 
men are not at all happy at having this 
powcr suddenly thrust upon them, In fact, 
they seem to be completely bewildered by 
the Government’s sudden burst of gener- 
osity. One Xhosa charged with violence 
before a Native Commissioner said he was 
worried by this “self-government.” The 


point which he made with great finesse for 
one of a people usually thought politically 
immature was: “ We have never asked for 
self-government. We like the white Native 
Commissioners. Why do you suddenly 
abandon us to our own resources? To 
self-government?" This was very embar- 
rassing for the servants of the State. More 
embarrassing is the fact that if the tribe 
were to refuse self-rule the Government 
would immediately send its British-bought 
weapons to gently persuade the tribe to 
accept self-rule, 


Anyway, there seems no necessity for this. 
Chief Mantanzima who is in the Govern- 
ment pay, has accepted self-rule and per- 
suaded the legislative Bunga to accept it. 
The 2,000,000 Xhosa tribesmen who are 
now urbanised or working in the cities, are 
almost totally against the Government 
scheme. Dr, Verwoerd has a private glos- 
sary of epithets reserved for this kind of 
urbanised native. However, it is the whites 
-,mostly farmers and tradesmen - living in 
the Transkei region who are now the big- 
gest bother to the Government. As every- 
body knows, no one has a profounder re- 
spect for the rights of farmers and rural 
traders than Dr. Verwoerd, who has to 
count on their votes at elections. The 
farmers are demanding compensatory rights 
and the Government is growing tardier in 
going ahead with its scheme. 


One, of course, expects reaction to what is 
happening inside the country. When the 
saboteurs started exploding bombs in elec- 
tric installations, post offices and pass offices 
carefully selected to avoid hurting private 
individuals, even the sleepiest of the Gov- 
ernment’s supporters must have spent sleep- 
less nights. It is no surprise that the Gov- 
ermment came forward with the Sabotage 
Bill. In fact, such great care was taken 
that the lives of ordinary people should not 
be harmed that in the Natal region, so it 
has been reported, only sugar cane was 
burned and an attempt was made to blow 
up only a goods train carrying petro! and 
oil, One doesn’t know how long the under- 
ground movement in South Africa can re- 
main considerate and selective in its targets 
in the face of such great and consistent 
provocation, 


At the moment Chief Luthuli, president of 
the now banned African National Congress, 
has called upon various public personalities, 
black and white, men like Alan Paton, 
Bishop Hurley, Dr. M. Naicker and others, 
to head the protest movement against the 
Sabotage Bill. The Black Sash women have 
announced their intention to stage demon- 
strations continually against the bill; 
already, in Johannesburg, they have been 
assaulted by young Verwoerdian thugs. 
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An armoured car in Cape Town 
during the state of emergency 
last year 
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Lewis Nkosi 


road to 
Insanit 


Public figures like former Chief Justices 
Fagan and Cilliers have voiced their appre- 
hension, both about the aims of the bill 
and about the way it will be applied; and 
these are certainly men who cannot be 
thought to be even left of centre politic- 
ally. 


So the country is now caught up in one of 
those familiar spells of paroxysms when a 
new heinous bill is introduced, which soon 
die down into resigned acceptance of the 
inevitable, For a while there will be a 
series of mass demonstrations, speeches and 
resolutions demanding that the Government 
rescind the Bill, and as usual the Govern- 
ment will turn its stone deaf ear and dare 
the opposition to do its worst. 


And yet Dr. Verwoerd’s fortunes will 
dwindle, sooner or later. Rapidly things are 
coming to a head in South-West Africa. 
Nationalist leaders there are now preparing 
for the worst. Swaziland, in the north-east, 
wili soon fall into Nationalist hands, The 
country has excellent soil, large rivers, a 
great store of mineral wealth and a river 
whose volume is almost as great as the 
Zambesi and can irrigate and electrify the 
whole country. There are also great pine 
forests. 


Eventually the voice of the country’s Afri- 
cans must carry weight abroad. In a few 
years’ time South Africa will be isolated, 
and if violence does eventually occur, the 
Africans of South Africa will not find them- 
selves left to their own resources. What 
men of goodwill everywhere wish is that 
the tragedy should be averted before it 
actually takes place. 


An Indian friend of mine who has just re- 
turned from Johannesburg says forebod- 
ingly: “The most frightening development 
in South Africa at the moment is the intel- 
lectual acceptance of the fact that violence 
must come and is unavoidable. This idea 
is being accepted for the first time since the 
African people started fighting white oppres- 
sion at the turn of the century.” 


This is by no means a happy conclusion. 
It remains to be scen whether the NATO 
powers can exercise sufficient pressure, by 
refusing to sell arms to South Africa, to 
avert such a tragedy. If not, the country 
is firmly set on the road to insanity. 


Lewis Nkosi was born in South Africa 25 
years ago, He was on the editorial staff of 
Drum and Post newspapers in Johannesburg 
for four years, In 1960 he was awarded 
the Harvard Nieman Fellowship for Jour- 
nalism under the sponsorship of Farfield 
Foundation, but was refused a passport to 
travel to America and allowed to leave the 
country on an exit permit on condition that 
he does not return. 
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Alan Clayton Why | resigned from CND 


Alan Clayton resigned from being secretary 
of the Scottish Youth CND and from CND 
after the disturbances which took place at 
the May Day rally in Glasgow at which 
Mr. Gaitskell spoke. His reason, according 
to the general press, was that CND had 
been infiltrated by Communists. This 
brought him under heavy fire from many 
CND members, and from this paper. We 
are, therefore, pleased to give him this 
opportunity to state his case. He has asked 
us to point out that he was not secretary 
of Glasgow YCND as has been widely 
stated. 

The opportunity to set down the facts sur- 
rounding my resignation from the Cam- 
paign is most welcome. In retrospect, I 
think, had I known my departure was going 
to precipitate such an invasion of my 
private life, 1 would have faded out of the 
movement rather than formally resign. 


Wearily one reads the apparently endless 
round of denials of statements I have never 
made. As an example Peace News asked 
me to set down what I knew of Communist 
infiltration, Well, I shall write briefly, very 
briefly, of what I know - nothing. At no 
time, in fact, have J used the words 
“Communist infiltration.” This is one 
example; the others are too numerous to 
mention. 


However, if I explain fully just why I re- 
signed it may be possible to convince at 
least some that my motives were not per- 
sonal gain or any one of the half dozen 
others attributed to me. 


I first heard of the plans to disrupt the 
Glasgow May Day gathering at a working 
group of the Scottish Committee of 100 in 
Community House, Clyde Street, Glasgow, 
in March. It is paradoxical, indeed more, 
it is sad that the plans for an event so 
ugly and violent should have been made at 
a meeting of an organisation originally 
pledged to non-violence. 

With all my heart I meant “sadness” when 
I wrote to the Leader of the Opposition. 
Sadness when a pile of leaflets announcing 
a forthcoming non-violent demonstration 
were hurled at the speaker’s face, Sadness 
when I realised how apt were Mr, Gait- 
skell’s descriptions, “ peanuts,” “not worth 
a tinker’s cuss.” How true they were, in 
fact over-charitable (especially from a man 
who has just heard his wife booed) for the 
people who were so ready to drag the great 
vision of CND into the filth of the gutter. 
And surely that is what they did. We have 
stood for a world in which every man could 


live in dignity and security, safe from 
bombs, yes wars, from the endless pollution 
of the very air which he breathes, We 
have stood against this callous invasion of 
man’s intrinsic freedom, his very basic 
liberties, 

Yet those who claim to belong to us were 
quite willing to violate a basic freedom, the 
right to express oneself openly however 
different the views of those listening may 
be. 


Why ? Why, I asked myself as I sat in the - 


bandstand at Queen’s Park ? Why I asked 
with the same agony on my lips and in 
my heart that I might have had watching 
the Crucifixion of Christ. A team of 
people at great personal sacrifice have 
toured this country in the name of nuclear 
sanity and peace learning, and teaching, 
how to listen. Yet here were hundreds of 
people claiming to represent the cause 
which sprang from a vision of the greatness 
of man, trampling crudely and violently 
into the earth one man’s right to present 
his opinion, 

Sadness perhaps also at the people standing 
on the grassy hillside bchind the bandstand 
on that sunny Sunday, waving the banners 
of CND and Young Socialist groups, amidst 
the noise and din. 

Anger more than sadness when I thought 
of the Communist Party banners, represent- 
ing the various groups of the 1,000 odd 
Communists on the hillside, not waving but 
discreetly furled and lying on the grass. I 
think a just anger that they did not as 
customary go to another part of the park 
for their own meeting, but deliberately re- 
mained there to howl down the leader of 
the party, which for all its manifold faults, 
hundreds of us still love and serve. 

But the fact that the majority of the dis- 
turbers were not Campaign members does 
not in any way vindicate the conduct of 
CND people present. Most of the people 
inside the bandstand who assisted the dis- 
ruption were Campaign members. This was 
due to the careful planning beforehand and 
also the fact that the Scottish secretary of 
the Committee of 100 stood at the entrance 
to the bandstand handing out free tickets 
for entry to known nuclear disarmers, in- 
cluding myself. 

For the sake of the record I said to him 
that I was having no part in heckling, and 
he replied that [ should go in anyway and 
help create an “atmosphere” against the 
speaker's views on Polaris. Since I could 
subseribe to this the ticket was accepted. 
However, knowing what was going to 
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happen I took care to sit well away from 
groups of known CND people. 


The Scottish secretary’s work for the Com- 
mittee of 100 as a whole could be described 
as dedicated if it acknowledged the limita- 
tions and ethos of non-violence. However, 
this excellent young Scots poet eloquently 
explained in a letter to The Spectator, 
published with an entire article surrounding 
it by that journal on January 5, how he 
saw the Committee of 100 as a means of 
bringing about eventually a Communist 
state of society. In fairness to him, I 
believe he is no longer a card-carrying 
member. 


Looking at those walking from their seats 
to the foot of the speaker’s rostrum one 
could see many _ things, Intolerance, 
bigotry. total rejection of opposition, indeed 
sheer hate - the marks of Communism - 
were all present. 

Why is this so? Why, as Peace News 
remarked on May 11, has there been such 
an increasing tendency to violence within 
the Campaign ? I shall give my opinions 
now on how I believe this to be a direct 
result of Communist influence and _infiltra- 
tion of ideas. Perhaps then those who wish 
to criticise my statements (and I welcome 
such criticism because in this way everyone 
is able to gather his own impression) will 
limit themselves to what I said and not the 
banner headlines purporting to be what I 
said. 

At a meeting of the Scottish Council of 
CND in Glasgow late last year the repre- 
sentative from Paisley rose to make some 
points regarding external influence on the 
Youth Campaign. He cited, correctly, an 
instance at a YCND meeting he attended 
at which a known Communist had advo- 
cated the group’s participation in an anti- 
German demonstration to be held on the 
Saturday before Armistice Sunday. This 
was to take the form of a march through 
Glasgow with banners and posters supplied 
by the Communist Party, and the distribu- 
tion of a black leaflet with swastikas on it 
also published by the Communist Party. 
The demonstration had in fact by this time 
taken place, and I rose to explain why this 
was the case. The girl concerned had, I 
explained, in fact attended the meeting 
with every right as she was a member of 
Glasgow YCND. It was true she probably 
had swayed the meeting in favour of this 
decision, but, although I held the deepest 
doubts about such a demonstration, the 
annual national conference of YCND had 
voted in favour of anti-German base 
demonstrations, and as secretary I could 
not oppose her resolution. 

I assured the Paisley delegate that there 
were no Communists on the Scottish YCND 
executive and we would endeavour to pre- 
vent the exertion of external influences. In 
answer to the Scottish secretary of CND’s 
view that the youth groups must be brought 
under stricter adult control to prevent any 
further danger of external influences, I said 
that the adults were hardly clean-handed 
regarding this same matter. In my opinion, 
I said, the demonstration organised by 
Paisley CND (which had, I believed, some 
leading Communists on its committee) 
against further nuclear tests at a time when 
the Soviet tests had just finished, was an 
indication of this. 

It was shortly after this that we in Scottish 
YCND passed two resolutions in response 
to these complaints, the second of which 
said we would participate in no demonstra- 
tion not concerned with nuclear disarma- 
ment, 

Almost immediately I received a letter 
from the national organiser in London, one 
of the six leading members of YCND, who 
in April, 1961, had a week’s stay in Moscow 
hotels followed by 10 days’ holiday on the 
Black Sea at the expense of the Soviet 
Government, saying I had violated policy. 
My defence of the Youth Campaign and 
the attempts of all leading members to pre- 
vent Communist thought and approach 
being channelled in, had, I decided at 
Queen’s Park, failed. Not that I believed 
everyone had become Communists or that 
Communists had enlisted en masse, the 
impression of what I said which the press 
presented. 


But I did know that only one of the new 
members elected to the national executive 
of YCND in London last year was a non- 
Communist. There was the memory of 
Aldermaston this year where the old Cam- 
paign songs, beautiful in their simple vision 
of a bomb-free world, had given way to 
new songs, abusively anti-American, anti- 
NATO, everything except anti-Russian. 
The close association of the Youth Peace 
Campaign with YCND has not been with- 
out its effects, coupled with the sale of 
Challenge and the Daily Worker on all 
marches, plus the things I have mentioned. 
“An increasing tendency to violence,” as 
this journal claimed. “Increasing anti- 
Americanism,” as claimed by the more re- 
putable daily press. I answer yes. 

I am accused of being naive. In _ this 
journal, May 18, it states in the leading 
article ‘‘ Charge Without Evidence,” “ many 
individual Communists are not Soviet 
agents in any sense.” This is itself the very 
epitome of naivety. Perhaps the author 
should read The ABC of Communism pub- 
lished by the Communist Party of Great 
Britain in 1922, In this publication, now 
withdrawn from public sale because Com- 
munist aims are too frankly expressed, he 
will read, on page 242: “The individual 
human being does not belong to himself.” 
To claim that a Communist takes any 
action, individual or otherwise, without 
party approval is nonsense. The party has 
worked, in recent years, in support of a 
campaign to get more mothers out to work, 
also for more British Restaurants. To break 
down the structure of our Western society 
is the reason for this. And they are work- 
ing within the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament in many ways, including those I 
have mentioned, to break down its structure 
of idealism and replace it with intolerance, 
violence and anti-Americanism. 

Look at the evidence, because there is not, 
as this journal claims, any lack of it. A 
violent demonstration organised in detail 
(as he publicly admitted next day in the 
Glasgow press) by the secretary of a non- 
violent organisation who has made _ his 
Communist sympathies widely known, 

The statement in this journal two weeks 
ago “nor was YCND under any obligation 
to co-operate ” (with the YPC) I am afraid 
is wrong. Also wrong is the passage a 
little further on, “So far on its national 
record of policy CND (including YCND) 
has clearly not been influenced by Com- 
munist pressure.” 

The motion passed at last year’s YCND 
conference against German bases, a motion 
forwarded, seconded and moved by YCL 
speakers, repudiates both these statements. 
In fact I as Scottish secretary was obliged 
to co-operate with the YPC in organising 
anti-German demonstrations, This was 
adequately underlined when we in Scottish 
Region, trying to exempt ourselves as I 
indicated from this obligation, got our 
fingers rapped. It is also in line with this 
Communist inspired policy that the demon- 
stration against German bases at Castle- 
martin on June 30 is being organised. Any 
YCND secretary who refuses to co-operate 
with the YPC in this matter is quite obvi- 
ously violating clearly defined policy. 
Where is this going to end? How long 
will it be before CND cannot even hold its 
numerically depleted demonstrations against 
Soviet tests ? How many more free holi- 
days must be handed out, how many more 
millions of copies of Challenge and the 
Daily Worker must be sold on marches, 
how many more combined ‘ peace” meet- 
ings with the YPC must take place before 
the task is completed ? 

The measure of how much the Campaign 
has imbibed an alien philosophy carefully 
prepared for it, and of how much it is 
being used in the furtherance of an end 
towards which the majority of its sup- 
porters would not consciously subscribe is 
measured by the events of the last few 
weeks. 

As long as there is any evidence, and I 
and many others are satisfied of the abund- 
ance of it, that the movement is being used 
in the interests of Communism then, as a 
member of the British Labour Party, I can 
no longer belong to it. 


After that Tribune advertisement 


The press fights on Refugees in Hong Kong 


The full-page advertisement which Tribune 
ran in the Guardian jast week, reprinting 
David Boulton’s account of the May Day 
meeting in Glasgow and Michael Foot’s 
article on CND and the Labour Party, has 
caused a great deal of consternation in the 
national press. 

So upset were they that Tribune should use 
the august pages of the Guardian to attack 
Mr. Gaitskell that they abandoned alto- 
gether their normally tenuous regard for the 
facts. 


“The quarrel between the Labour leaders 
and the nuclear disarmers,” said the Evening 
Standard last Wednesday, “has been exacer- 
bated by the full-page advertisement which 
Committee for Nuclear Disarmament sup- 
porters took this week in the Guardian.” 
The Committee for Nuclear Disarmament, 
it should be understood, is quite a separate 
organisation from the Campaign of 100. 


The Daily Herald really went to town on 
the advertisement in one of the most in- 
accurate and tendentious pieces of writing 
Fleet Street has cooked up for some time. 
“American-style newspaper advertising cam- 
paign by anti-Gaitskell unilateralists,” it 
announced. Why ‘“ American-style”? It 
wasn't. Latent anti-Americanism in the 
ranks of the Gaitskellites ? 


The purpose of the advertisement, said the 
Heraid, was to assail the Labour Party 
leadership over nuclear tests. ‘‘ Looks like 
a rather tiresome attempt to provoke 
trouble in the Labour Party just when its 
prospects are better than they have been for 
years.” 

Over on column one the Herald, under the 
heading “ Labour and the bomb tests - the 
facts,” attacked this ‘“‘new campaign... 
to provoke civil war inside the Labour 
Party just when it looks like winning an 
election.” 


There followed an explanation, for the 
benefit of those tiresome unilateralists, of 
how, when George Brown said at the last 
Labour Party conference, ““We must con- 
demn the resumption of nuclear tests 
against the most solemn undertakings and 
obligations, no matter who resumed them,” 
it did not mean that George Brown con- 
demned the resumption of nuclear tests no 
matter who resumed them, beeause ‘ Mr. 
Brown’s speech was an unqualified rejection 
of unilateral disarmament” and “ the reso- 
lution deploring the resumption of tests was 
not anti-American.” 


Part of George Brown's speech that the 
Herald did not quote (it actually comes in 
between two passages the paper does quote) 
runs as follows: ‘ We solemnly, and as no 
part of any political preconception, con- 
demn the threat, the actual reality of 
poisoning humanity while the world is still 
at peace.” No one has yet explained what 
George Brown really meant when he said 
this. 

On Thursday The Times, world renowned 
for its objectivity, had another go at smear- 
ing CND. In its first leader it quoted Len 
Williams's accusation that CND _ had 
“clearly become infiltrated by anti-demo- 
cratic elements” and stated that “there is 
more evidence for this than its general pro- 
bability, and the Labour Party is at present 


sifting it.” The Times mentions none of 
this evidence except Mr. Williams's bare 
assertion. 


It then goes on to tell its readers (Top 
People, remember, read The Times) what 
CND is all about. The “ ostensible purpose 
of its protest,” they learn (The Times does 
not say what it thinks the real purpose of 
CND’s protest is), attracts the support of 
pcople of all parties and no party, “of the 
politically disenchanted and the politically 
innocent.” 

Having got CND supporters neatly labelled, 
we read what “has been apparent to out- 
side observers from the word go,” namely, 
that CND “just because it has many of the 
marks of a genuine popular protest” (and 
therefore by implication is not actually a 
genuine popular protest) it is “a heaven- 
sent instrument in the hands of those with 
political designs more devious, subtle and 
partisan than the declared objectives of the 
movement’ - which is a very long-winded 
way of saying ‘‘ Communists.” Notice again 
the suggestion, not stated directly but 1m- 
plied in a very devious, subtle and partisan 
way that the “ declared objectives ” of CND 
and its real objectives are different. 


The “increasing truculence of some CND 
demonstrators ” is then contrasted with the 
fact that “‘ Labour’s leaders are content to 
play the matter gently ” (an interesting way 
of describing Mr. Gaitskell's hysterical out- 
burst in Glasgow, Len Williams’s unsub- 
stantiated smears, the threatened expulsion 
of Bertrand Russell, Canon Collins and 
Lord Chorley and the proscription of Keep 
Left) and then on to INDEC which is “ one 
of the proliferating cells within the main 
body of unilateralists.” (For those who are 
unfamiliar with The Times special brand of 
objectivity, “cell” is a word which one 
cannot actually prove is inaccurate, but 
which yet conjures up a satisfyingly fright- 
ening image of conspiratorial Communists 
or bomb-throwing anarchists.) 


The Times ends with a warming note of re- 
assurance for those dismayed by CND’s 
attack on Mr. Gaitskell’s Establishment: 
“Yet there is at least this comfort for the 
party: the more determined the disruptive 
activities of CND supporters become the 
sonner the whole movement will be brought 
into disrepute, and the easier it will be for 
Labour to disencumber itself formally of 
its embrace.” 


Fellow-traveller? 


Betrand Russeli'’s dog, formerly known to 
the world as “Chocolate Pudding,” has 
been re-named “ Peanut.” This move, the 
latest in the running fight that has deve- 
loped between the ban-the-bomb movement 
and the Labour Party leadership, raises a 
serious problem under the Labour Party’s 
rules of membership. ‘‘ Peanut” is clearly 
a front name for a dog who is a known 
associate of the man who has lent his name 
as sponsor of a conference 7un by an 
organisation which has been proscribed by 
the Labour Party. Transport House has so 
far neither confirmed nor denied that dis- 
ciplinary action is contemplated in Peanut’s 
case, but the Party’s organisation sub-com- 
mittee is duc to meet again soon. 


so many good thing they'll 
fill two halls for CND’s 


Summer Fair’62 


this Saturday, June 2, 2-8 pm 


Empire Rooms 
Tottenham Court Road 


eatables 
wearables 
usables 
toys 
flowers 


sideshows 


Mahatma Gandhi Hall 
Fitzroy Square 


pottery 

paintings 

sculpture 

objets d'art 
thousands of books 
refreshments 


all at peanut prices! 
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A young Chinese refugee jumps from a lorry taking him back from Hong Kong to 


Communist China. 


pouring into Hong Kong, which is a British Crown Colony. 


In the past few wecks tens of thousands of refugees have been 


Many of them have been 


in the last stages of starvation. They have been discouraged from entering Hong Kong, 

both by the Communist authorities who seem reluctant to let them go, and by the British 

authorities, who feel that Hong Kong is crowded enough already. Almost all those who 
did cross the border have now been rounded up and returned. 


Van Allen against tests 


Dr. James A. Van Allen (after whom the 
Van Allen radiation belt was named) was 
recently questioned by a committee of the 
US House of Representatives on his views 
about fall-out shelters and nuclear tests. 
The conversation, according to a report in 
L. F. Stone’s Weekly, went as follows: 


Mr. Sidney R. Yates (Democrat, Mlinois): 
I was going to ask you the next question 
as to what your views were on the con- 
struction of fall-out shelters. 3 
Dr, Van Allen: I happen to be negatively 
inclined. ... 

Yates: You indicated before that you 
thought above-atmospheric atomic explo- 
sions would be profitable and to advantage 
of the cause of science. Do you hold the 
same view for atmospheric explosions ? 
Van Allen: I would not at all. I think that 
the justification for atomic testing in_ the 
atmosphere, if there is one, is entirely a 
matter of military technology. 

Yates: And you are against it ? 

Van Allen: I am against it... . 

Yates: I do not know that I was fair to 
you jn an earlier question when I asked you 
about atmospheric nuclear testing and you 
said you were against it. I think you had 
spoken of the military basis for it and then 
you said you were against it. I do not 


Gaitskell: we will not 


nationalise ICI 


Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, leader of the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party, made a firm promise 
on Sunday that the Labour Party would not 
nationalise Imperial Chemical Industries, 
one of the Jargest chemical manufacturing 
firms in the world, and one of the largest 
firms of any kind in this country. 

Mr. Gaitskell’s promise was made on a 
visit to Scarborough. Not far away, at 
Middlesborough West, where there will be 
a by-election on June 6, the Labour candi- 
date has been saying that the Labour Party 
has no plans to nationalise ICI which 
employs large numbers of people in the 
area, 

ICI is not at present on the Labour Party’s 
“shopping Jist” of firms ripe for nation- 
alisation, and Mr. Gaitskell has, in fact, 
never said that he favours nationalising it. 
Some Socialists in the Labour Party have, 
however, been under the impression that 
ICI was going to be nationalised. 

The Labour Party’s constitution says that it 
is one of the objects of the Party “to secure 
for the workers by hand or by brain the 
full fruits of their industry and the most 
equitable distribution thereof that may be 
possible, upon the basis of the common 
ownership of the means of production. dis- 
tribution and exchange, and the best obtain- 
able system of popular administration and 
contro] of each industry or service.” 


think just that on the record is adequate to 
reflect your position. 

Van Ailen: It is not a field of experience 
with me. I am against it on the grounds of 
the impact it has on other countries 
and 

Yates: Political impact or social impact ? 
Van Allen: I think that testing of bombs 
in the atmosphere is in the nature of a 
terror activity. I think it can be so inter- 
preted. I do not say it is really. 

Yates: What about the effects of fall-out 
itself and the harmful biological effect ? Is 
this a factor ? 

Van Allen: It is a factor in the terror. If 
it were not for fall-out, it would be like a 
big blast of TNT. 

Yates: Or above-atmospheric test ? 

Van Allen: I am talking about one which 
yields fall-out, I think that the general 
human reaction to that is one of terror. 
That is why I feel it is undesirable. I think 
it is unlikely that the military requirements 
make it necessary to make more tests... . 


Series goes on 


The United States conducted its 14th 
nuclear test in the present series on Sunday. 
A statement issued by the Atomic Energy 
Commission said that a nuclear device was 
dropped from an aeroplane in the vicinity 
of Christmas Island. The detonation was in 
the “intermediate yield ” range. 

On Saturday, the 34th American under- 
ground test of the present series took place 
in Nevada. It was stated to have a force of 
less than 20 kilotons. 


U.S. for Hebrides 


The US Army will have the use of a British 
missile-firing range in the Hebrides this 
summer. This has been announced by the 
War Office and the US Department of 
Defence, 

Between June and August seven battalions 
of the American Amy, Europe, will take 
turns to go to the Hebrides and practise 
firing missiles, The British Army will pro- 
vide personnel to help the Americans and 
also some equipment. 


Titan blows up 


A Titan intercontinental ballistic missile 
blew up in its underground “silo” at 
Chico, California, on May 24. Twenty-four 
people were injured. The explosion 
occurred during a test on the missile. The 
United States Air Force has so far refused 
to say what caused the explosion. 
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brave old world 


D. S. Savage 


Island, by Aldous Huxley. (Chatto and 
Windus, 18s.) 


If the novelist’s first requirement is 
“experiencing nature,” few would rate 
lower than Aldous Huxley; surely no one 
of comparable talents gives us less of the 
quality of “felt life” in his work. Hux- 
ley'’s fictions are really extended essays on 
the theme of the dualistic consciousness 
split between the intellect and the senses, 
idealism and cynicism and so forth; so that 
beneath all his work is a human predica- 
ment of an unusually acute kind. 

In the earlier novels the bias is towards 
(let us call it) “the flesh’; in the later, 
towards “the spirit.” The bridge-novel is 
Eyeless in Gaza (1936) which marked 
Huxley’s revulsion from the futility of his 
youthful hedonism and his conversion to 
an abstract “‘mysticism” of a distinctly 
non-Christian (i¢., non-incarnational) char- 
acter. His creed might well run: ‘“ The 
world was not made flesh and did not dwell 
among us.” His later writings have been 
shaped largely by his own uneasy aware- 
ness of this inherent dualism and by his 
efforts to cope with it. /sland, the latest 
product, reveals very clearly Huxley’s basic 
human deficiency, and the inadequacy of 
the devices to which he has been driven by 
his need to come to terms with it. 

Island describes a utopian society - in 
fact, a “ Brave New World,” but whereas 
the 1932 novel of that title was a satirical 
projection of that chilly scientific hedonism 
(free love, contraception and babies out of 
bottles) which Huxley, being what he was, 
then saw as the dominant modern trend, 
the new book is an attempt to depict in all 
seriousness an ideal of the Good Life. 
Should one be surprised to find that life on 
“Pala,” the fictitious island-state with its 
westernised Hindu-Buddhist culture, _re- 
markably resembles the earlier brave new 
world ? The reader must supply the 
details, for which I lack space; but when 
he does, he will see that Huxley has man- 
aged to make the best of both worlds - of 
all worlds; drugs, sexiness, happiness, 
applied science and high-minded spiritu- 
ality; so that Island is a sort of glassy-eyed 
synthesis, or hotch-potch, of all his earlier 
attitudes. 

But it is an artificial synthesis, contrived 
only on the mental plane. Not for one 
moment does it carry conviction as the 
achieved outcome of lived experience, as 
imaginative vision, Besides this, it is senten- 
tiously goody-goody (all the characters 
speak the same head-mistressy sort of 
language), more than usually replete with 
lapses into gawping vulgarity and, though 
adroitly enough composed in its rather 
nerveless way, a crashing bore to read. 
There are glimpses of humanity here and 
there, but not many, 

What, then, is the matter with Aldous 
Huxley - with this gifted, well-read and 
patently well-intentioned man ~- which 
makes of each book of his an episode in a 
case-history rather than the work of litera- 
ture it might so easily have been? Let me 
put it, crudely and with too much com- 
pression, like this, The dualism of the early 
Huxley, with all its consequences - cynicism, 
sensualism and the rest - originated clearly 
enough in that fundamental inability to 
love which is explicitly presented in the 
central character of Eyeless in Gaza. Now 
it is a spiritual law that who cannot love, 
cannot live. Not to be able to live, in this 
sense, is not to be able to experience: it is 
to be unable creatively to absorb one’s ex- 
perience and to grow through integrating 
it into one’s self. It is this impotence 
which Huxley as a novelist exemplifies - 
here, I believe, is the source of the thinness 
of “felt life” in his writings. 

But there is more to it than this, for 
Huxley’s pseudo-mysticism and his rejec- 
tion of Christianity, which, taken together, 
are central to his later position, are both 
involved here. Since living necessarily in- 
volves suffering, and since its redemption 
and transformation lies in the willing crea- 
tive acceptance of suffering, he who cannot 
love and suffer, cannot die (and so, cannot 
rise from the dead); instead of eternal life, 


there is the infinity of life in time; and it 
is certainly no accident that the epigraph 
and title of After Many a Summer (1941) 
should have been taken from Tennyson's 
“Tithonus ": “. . . me only cruel immor- 
tality consumes... .” 
For the inability to experience involves 
nothing less than the separation of one’s 
(temporal) existence from one’s (eternal) 
essence; experience then does actually be- 
come, as Huxley depicts it, the meaningless 
accumulation of time -and time is evil. 
Liberation from time then presents itself 
metaphysically as escape into an abstract, 
timeless eternity. As Huxley's “ enlight- 
ened” hero, Sebastian, writes in his note- 
book in Time Must Have a Stop (1945); 
“Tt is only by taking the fact of eternity 
into account that we can deliver thought 
from its slavery to life. And it is only by 
deliberately paying our attention and our 
primary allegiance to eternity that we can 
prevent time from turning our lives into a 
pointless or diabolic foolery.” 
In Island, Huxley’s failure to grasp the 
inner meaning of Christianity is unhappily 
exemplified by the wretched insensitiveness 
and vulgarity of such passages as this: 
Throwing back his head, Will Farnaby 
burst into song. 
“There is a fountain fill’d with blood, 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Are cleansed of all their stains.” 
Susila had covered her ears. “It’s really 
obscene,” she said. 
“ My housemaster’s favourite hymn,” Will 
explained. “We used to sing it about 


once a week, all the time I was at 
school.” 


“Thank goodness,” she said, “ there was 
never any blood in Buddhism ! Gautama 
lived till eighty and died from being too 
courteous to refuse bad food . . , Last 
year I took a course at Shivapuram in 
the history of Christianity.” Susila shud- 
dered at the memory. “ What a horror! 
And all because that poor ignorant man 
didn’t know how to implement his good 
intentions.” 
To the pseudo-Buddhist Islanders, to the 
pseudo-mystic Huxley, Christianity is indeed 
obscene, and unintelligible, precisely because 
of the “offence” of the Cross, symbol of 
creative and redemptive suffering, symbol 
of death and resurrection from death, and 
thus, supremely, symbol of Life. For what 
the Cross signifies, on one level, is the sacri- 
fice we must make of our own innocence 
before we are able to enter into experience 
and lead an authentic, God-centred life. 
Fundamentally, therefore, what Huxley’s 
“Pala” represents is no practicable or 
desirable social system, but an Earthly 
Paradise, an artificial Garden of Eden; a 
state of contrived innocence in which evil 
and suffering are eliminated by the applica- 
tion of the appropriate techniques; in which 
“good” people are turned out by selective 
breeding, strict education and_ intensive 
training, and the perils of freedom obviated. 
“.., What a comfort, Will reflected, to be 
in a place where the Fall was an exploded 
doctrine ! ...” What a comfort, indeed! 
For where there is no fall, there can be no 
restitution. Where no one knows that he is 
lost, no saviour is required. Where there is 
no guilt, there is no forgiveness. And where 
the eternal is presented as empirical fact - 
in drug-induced visions - faith itself is 
meaningless, 
With the insight of genius, William Blake 
schematized human life in the stages of 
Innocence, Experience and Imagination. 
Once thrust from the paradisal Eden of 
childhood into the sexual world of the 
experience of good and evil, there is no way 
back to primitive Innocence - there is only 
the way forward to a new unity of the self 
and life in Imagination - ‘the real and 
eternal world.” But here is the stumbling- 
block, the offence. The way forward inevit- 
ably takes us to the place of the bloody, 
“obscene ” Cross. Once there, to turn back 
(even in the exalted name of “‘ mysticism ’’) 
in search of a timeless, guilt - and pain-free 
Innocence is to turn our backs on Him 
whose Cross it is, and thus on the divine- 
humanity which is Life itself. And that, it 
would appear, throughout his career as a 
writer, Aldous Huxley has, in effect, done. 


TWO NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF 100 DEMONSTRATIONS 
ORGANISED IN THE SCOTTISH 
AND OXFORD REGIONS 


NON-VIOLENT 
CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE 


HOLY LOCH 


JUNE 9-I0 
WHIT WEEKEND 


Polaris is a city-killer. The Polaris base here is now a NATO base, and 
the NATO Nuclear Committee is still discussing who controls it. They 
certainly won't consult the people of Scotland. Ardnadam Pier serves the 
base and will be blocked for over 24 hours in the biggest civil disobedience 
demonstration the Holy Loch has ever seen. Rumours that Gaitskell and 
Brown will be there are quite unfounded: opposition to Polaris is official 
Labour Party policy. But there’s still room for you. A special train is 
leaving Glasgow about noon on the Saturday for Gourock, and from there 
a special boat leaves about an hour later. This will get you to Dunoon 
in time for the march which starts at 2 p.m. After a rally near the Pier 
the sit-down starts at 4 p.m. and lasts until 5.30 pm. on Sunday. If you 
can’t join from the start, come Jater. Boats leave Gourock on Saturday 
until 8 p.m. and start again next day at 9.20 a.m. If you are coming, write 
and tell the Scottish Committee of 100 at 4 North Frederick Street Lane, 
Glasgow, C.1. There is transport arranged by the London, North-West and 
North-East Committees, who will still send you details if you write at 
once. London: 168 New Cavendish Street, W.1 (LANgham 5090). N.-W.: 
121 Clarence Road, Manchester 13 (Rusholme 4435), N.-E.: 14a Fossgate, 
York (York 25230). Non-sitters are needed to help with baggage, food, 
accommodation, communications, etc. Can you help with a van, car o1 
motor-bike ? 


GREENHAM 


COMMON 
JUNE 23-4 


This US Air Force muclear bomber base in Berkshire is one of thousands 
around the world which can clean man off the face of the planet. All six 
entrances will be blocked from 2.30 p.m. on the Saturday for 24 hours. 
It's about three miles from Newbury station, and demonstrators will be 
coming from most of the South, Midlands and Wales. its you can get to 
Newbury, Thatcham or Oxford (Friends Meeting House in St. Giles) you 
should meet up with private transport. There are CND supporting marches. 
Note the Oxford Committee of 100’s new address: 3 Clarks Row, Oxford 
(Oxford 41958). ; 
Footnote to millionaires (and others): Both these demonstrations cost 
money, particularly for printing and advertising. If you can send a rift to 
the Scottish or Oxford Committees you will be helping - and encouraging - 
them a lot, 
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Massive petition 


We very much agree with both your 
editorial of May 4 and Michael Randle’s 
letter of May 18. 

We feel sure there are many thousands of 
people ready to oppose the tests, especially 
parents, All of us should do everything 
possible to gain their support and to en- 
courage them to protest as individuals, 


Although one may feel petitions have often 
proved useless in the past, a really massive 
collection of signatures demanding a test 
ban could do several important things. 
Help to prove our numbers - even Alder- 
maston could not nearly represent all the 
people opposed to tests. Provide a starting 
point for many potential supporters. It 
would also co-ordinate everyone’s activities 
for a short time on an issue where there is 
a slight chance of success and where public 
sympathy would be with us. We suggest 
that CND, the Committee of 100 and the 
women’s movements should co-operate at 
once to produce petition forms, and a leaflet 
giving the facts about fall-out, especially the 
contamination of dairy produce. 


The collecting of signatures could be done 
in many ways, one, using a suggestion from 
your editorial, mothers could undertake a 
protest fast on one day a week, somewhere 
in their own locality, where signatures could 
be collected. 


We also suggest we try to make this mass 
effort international, and that it should cul- 
minate in a real day of action on Hiro- 
shima day, with whatever kind of demon- 
stration is possible for each group or move- 
ment including, and most important, strike 
action. 


We are prepared to help produce the peti- 
tion form and leaflet and begin to get them 
out immediately. We would also ask for 
support from women’s groups in 
America. 


Eva Latimer and Anne Vogel, 
85 Swains Lane, London, N.6. 


the 


Action in Russia 


Although the Communists and fellow- 
travellers label which has been frequently 
put on the unilateralist movement. in this 
country should have come unstuck by now, 
it has not done so. CND and the Committee 
of 100 are the only British organisations to 
have organised public protests against the 
Russian tests and a protest march against 
Russian nuclear policies inside Russia. 
CND, moreover, passed a resolution at its 
1961 annual conference urging that 
“This Campaign, while having as its 
immediate objective the renunciation of 
nuclear strategy by Great Britain, calls on 
every country which possesses nuclear 
weapons, including the United States and 
the Soviet Union, to renounce them 
unilaterally. . .” 
The Moscow March and resolutions at 
annual conferences, however, have not been 
enough to unstick the Red label which has 
been fixed to the movement, and for this 
reason I would like to support whole- 
heartedly Michael Randle’s plea from prison 
that further action should take place inside 
Russia against Russian nuclear policies, We 
must cry a plague on the Soviet house as 
loudly as on our own rotten house. It is a 
tendency on both sides in the cold war to 
blame the other side for all the troubles and 
tribulations of the world. Unilateralists 
must drive home to people that they are 
against both sides, and that it takes two 
sides to make an Arms Race. 


The near future may be a suitable time to 
take radical action inside Russia, Russia 
will be testing again, and some Committee 
of 100 delegates will be attending a peace 
conference in Moscow on their own terms, 
able, we hope, to expound their views about 
unconditional disarmament and non-violent 
action. Would this not be the right time, 
the golden opportunity, for radical action 
inside Russia? The programme should in- 
clude the enlistment of a large number of 
volunteers willing to go to Russia and face 
the consequences; the public collection of 
Money in this country by appeals and col- 
lections to support the venture; the wide- 
spread distribution of leaflets in Russia 
urging unilateral disarmament and non- 
violent action; and a sit-down outside the 
Soviet Defence Ministry or a Soviet base. 
Such action would be difficult to organise, 
and. if entry is refused, would necessitate, 
as Michael Randle says, a ‘ non-violent 


’ 


invasion” of the Soviet Union. The rewards 
of such action would however be incalcul- 
able, as it would really begin to show that 
there are methods of dealing with totali- 
tarian regimes which do not involve the 
possible destruction of humanity. Until 
people begin to learn this truth one cannot 
be very optimistic about the possibility of 
a world without war. That is why I suggest 
that we should take the advice of the man 
in the street who tells us to try sitting in 
Red Square, 

Adam Roberts, 

2 Museum Road, Oxford. 


Positive action 


Richard Boston is quite right in thinking 
that CND must find constructive action into 
which to channel its immense energies. 
Such action need not be directly connected 
with nuclear disarmament. So often the 
campaign is dismissed as a purely negative 
movement, yet it is by its very nature sup- 
ported by positive people. We need to 
bring home to the public the waste of 
money and talent involved in the nuclear 
arms race. May I suggest that people wear- 
ing CND badges and accompanied by suit- 
ably worded sequence posters undertake 
such tasks as providing Oxfam with all the 
second-hand clothing they need. Efforts of 
this type should silence those who ask why 
we don’t care about the old-age pensioners 
or say that it’s a pity that we haven’t some- 
thing better to do with our time. This is of 
course meant as an addition to, not a sub- 
stitute, for the campaign’s present work. 


Mrs. Avril Moore, 
Aylesmore Farm Cottages, 
Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire. 


Invalids 


We would like to congratulate you on the 
paragraph entitled “Invalids” in last week's 
Peace News. Ever since we started reading 
Newspapers we have longed, alas in vain, 
for such a news item. 

Wishing George Smith a speedy recovery. 


Joyce and John Vetterlein, 
3 Edith Road, London, E.6. 


Radio freedom 


Following Richard Boston’s article on 
“Local Radio” I would like to make two 
points in agreement with him. 

Firstly, the policy of the BBC with regard 
to controversial topics. When Mrs, Ann 
Kerr and I were in the United States re- 
cently we were filmed by the Panorama 
team as we spoke to a large women’s 
demonstration in the United Nations Plaza. 
We were speaking, of course, against the 
resumption of nuclear tests. We were 
assured by a prominent spokesman of the 
Panorama team that our piece of film 
would appear on the “ Panorama” pro- 
gramme as “the other voice speaking for 
Great Britain that week.” Who decided 
this other voice should not be heard ? 
Secondly, Mrs. Kerr and I also took part in 
a discussion programme on the New York 
WBAI network, Taking part in the discus- 
sion was Earle Reynolds and representatives 
of “Women Strike for Peace” and “ Sane.” 
We were allowed a completely free hand as 
to what was said and what was discussed, 
and it was an encouraging thought to know 
that such a frank discussion could take 
place at all and be heard by sympathisers, 
How well we could do with such a pro- 
gramme here. 


Judith Cook, 
Ding Dong Cottage, Newmill, 
Penzance, Cornwall. 


Civil Defence... 


Mrs. Denise Hunt’s wish to be able to help 
injured people does not add up to a reason 
for having anything to do with Civil 
Defence. 

In the present situation the good CD does 
by training people in rescue and first aid is 
far outweighed by the harm it does through 
soothing and deluding the nation and con- 
ditioning it to accept the idea of nuclear 
war. 

Mrs. Hunt’s letter shows how CD instruc- 
tion has done this in her case. True, Japan 
was not “utterly destroyed” by two 20- 
kiloton A-bombs. But today’s H-bombs are 
500 to 2,500 times as powerful. And there 
are many hundreds of them, not two, with 
Jong-range guided missiles to deliver them. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


I cannot believe she has faced the facts 
about nuclear weapons sufficiently if she 
thinks that ‘“ courage’ and “‘ standing fast ” 
would see us through World War III. 

The whole case for Civil Defence is based 
on double-think. Governments (UK, US, 
and USSR alike) stress that CD is part of 
the deterrent system - necessary to convince 
the other side that we arc able to fight and 
survive a nuclear war. So on this level we 
are urged to join CD to help bolster up the 
deterrent. If we don’t join, we are then re- 
proached for not getting into training for 
the day when the deterrent fails ! 


Edward Owen, 
128a Ravensbourne Avenue, 
Shortlands, Kent. 


...hand in hand 


Mrs. Denise Hunt can see no reason why 
CND and CD should not go hand in hand. 
Of course she cannot if she does not look. 
But if she looks she will see that the one is 
an organisation opposed to official policy, 
while the other is an organisation for the 
furtherance of official policy. 

Is it likely that any government will allow 
one of its own organisations to go hand in 
hand with a rebel cause? To test this, let 
Mrs. Hunt invite her CD unit to join in the 
next Aldermaston march under its official 
CD banner with “ Ban the Bomb” added 
to it. She will then see that CND and CD 
cannot go hand in hand; and it won’t be 
CND that prevents it. 

CD is concerned with mopping up after a 
calamity. CND is concerned with prevent- 
ing the calamity. Our time is not limitless; 
each individual has to decide which is the 
more important, urgent and humane con- 
cern on which to devote his available time. 
Naturally any normal human being would 
do his utmost to succour the victims of war, 
but not everyone is convinced, as is Mrs. 
Hunt, that CD is just an innocent humani- 
tarian organisation brought into being solely 
to relieve suffering. 

What makes it suspect is the fact that it is 
under the direct and complete control of the 
self-same rulers who produce, test and pre- 
pare to use H-bombs - which create the 
work for CD. 

A, Millar, 

49a Sutton Road, Walsall. 


Algeria 


It is” obvious that the terrorists in Algeria 
live in a land of make believe, entirely un- 
aware of reality. The world should surely 
Jet them know its absolute disgust at their 
atrocious methods. We would like to send 
our profound sympathy to the Algerian 
people, who are so patient in the face of 
such bestial terrorism, and to the French 
people, whose international reputation is 
being so damaged by a small group of 
maniacs, We would like to suggest that an 
international peace corps be sent as soon as 
possible to help with relief, reconstruction 
and the maintenance of peace. 

Mary Greeves and 22 o! 

Torbay Branch, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, 

Brixham, Devon. 


Support for INDEC 


I should like to add my support for the 
plans of INDEC for some independent 
nuclear disarmament candidates at by- 
elections. 

Why independent? So that CND need not 
become a political party, which would take 
too long to organise democratically and 
would annoy too many minorities in CND 
anyway. 

Nuclear disarmament? This should be the 
most important part of the candidate's 
policy, but his policy should include all 
issues. The ad hoc organisation which 
would support him would almost inevitably 
only approve of a Socialist policy. 

Why by-elections? Because these would 
occur sooner than a general election, pro- 
duce freer voting, achieve more publicity, 
and in any case CND supporters are not 
strong enough yet for more than a few 
concentrated efforts at political action. 
Also, since in some constituencies CND 
people have been active in the Labour 
Party and have succeeded in choosing 
unilateral candidates, it would not be neces- 
sary everywhere. 

Why do it at all? Obviously in order to 
provide a champion of the unilateralist 
cause where none already exists, so that in 
these places at least people could not say 
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that we do not mean business. In order also 
to provide a different sort of CND demon- 
stration, to provide CND people with a 
lot of necessary work to do, namely can- 
vassing, not just a brisk, yes-no canvass 
from door to door; this would not do; it 
would be necessary to use the personal 
approach in a careful, quiet, thorough 
manner -to explain CND policy on every 
doorstep in the constituency-to explain 
why our candidate is better than all the 
others. This would need an army of can- 
vassers, so that many would need to be 
drafted in from outside the constituency, 
as on an Aldermaston march. 


Mary Weston, 
4 The Glade, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 


TUL 
= FOUR WAYS 
TO HAPPINESS 


money Money MONEY MONEY 
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PUSUUORNLGUUSADANUETAAGUELALPOREOAUO OTS LOOM STOO AAEALAGATEONOLG OME PORE MEME ALTOS MGA UNECE O EE DAUD REGO GERANAAN ROAD NAOH ETHAN TULL UT 


The quip that there are four ways to 
happiness, each spelled M-O-N-E-Y 
is in some respects quite true, The 
absence of money has caused great 
unhappiness on many occasions: we 
are much happier when we have 
money, for there is so much to be 
done with it. The forces and tradi- 
tions of war are strong, wealthy, 
secure. And what opposes them? A 
very puny, numerically insignificant 
peace movement. Yes, we are just 
that, and without your help so we 
shall remain. 


PUUVOUOEUD IAEA HAT WOUT TAA AMUTS EMRE ET 


Opposition to war in all its mani- 
fold forms demands great sacrifice of 
its advocates, Military forces are as 
active in peacetime as in war: their 
demands - not requests - increase as 
year succeeds year. Are we, members 
of the peace movement, unwilling to 
make comparable endeavours and 
efforts ? Our task is immense, but 
how worth while to be a worker for 
peace. 


This makes two chief demands 
upon us: 1, our time; 2, our money. 
One thing is certain: even if you 
cannot give some of your time, you 
can give some of your money. Do 
not be like the young Yorkshireman 
who, married only a few weeks, 
looked so glum that his friend asked 
him, ‘“ What’s up, lad?” and was 
told: “It’s t’wife, shoos alus askin’ 
fer money: last thing at neet, first 
thing int’ morning, when Ah cums in 
fra’ work, and afor’ Ah goes aht t’t 
Club - shoos alus agate fer money.” 
“ How much do you give her then?” 
asked his friend. “ Nay, lad, Ah’ve 
gi’en ’er nowt,” was the astonishing 
reply. 


Whether you've given us “nowt” or 
“summat,” will you give in response 
to this, our monthly appeal? You 
know how money goes these days: it 
even costs money to make this appeal 
to you. Do not leave us, like the 
young wife, having to ask in vain. It 
will be a month before you can be 
reminded through this column. Make 
a diary - or mental - note, in red ink, 
or better still, send the most you can 
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UNUALUU ORO OANSASAOUETUALIOON BEN HOR EON AE SU URAL EE MAST LOO 


now to: 
H.0.A.,, 
The Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 

. . e L.A.B. 


VVONTEAUUOUOUESGRDTANOEUBUOCOTATEAAOUET EBON EAS 


! renounce war and I will never 
é support or sanction another 


This pledge, signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WCI 
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Wendy Butlin reports from the 


Central Hall 


Last Friday the CND called a meeting in 
the Central Hall, Westminster, to which 
they invited spokesmen from the American 
and Russian Governments, as well as 
spokesmen from CND, to state their views 
on nuclear testing. Both the Governments 
declined the invitation, which presumably 
surprised no one. 

In their absence the meeting heard readings 
from various statements made at various 
times by Governments and individual poli- 
ticians. The Russian Government deplored 
tests; the American Government deplored 
tests; Mr. George Brown expressed whole- 
sale condemnation of all tests. Neverthe- 
Jess, Russia “felt compelled, reluctantly, 
with regret,” and the US “was forced, re- 
juctantly, to make the decision” to resume 
testing, and both sides claimed the full 
moral right to equalise the number of tests. 
Dr. Anne McLaren, a biologist in Edin- 
burgh University, outlined the effects of 
radio-active substances on the human body. 
She admitted that there are still large areas 
of ignorance about these effects, but what 
is undeniable is that, as regards long-term 
genetic effects, there is no permissible “ safe 
level.” Any amount of radio-activity will 
produce a mutation, and genetic damage 
once done is irreversible. 

Lt.-Col Patrick Lort-Phillips, in a forceful 
speech, said that no political ends can 
justify the means of nuclear war, The real 
fight which should be engaging our energy 
and resources, the fight for adequate food 
and shelter for all peoples, cannot be fought 
with nuclear weapons. 

Michael Foot told the meeting how, in the 
House of Commons the day before, two 
private members had succeeded in winning 
the ballot to put down motions on nuclear 
tests on the Order Paper, but the debate on 
Service Pensions had gone on so long that 
there was no time for a debate on nuclear 
tests. There has been no full day’s debate 
on nuclear tests in the House since Amer- 
ican testing resumed. He would like to ask 
the editors of the Guardian and the 
Observer, those two great liberal news- 
papers, what they think of this, and whether 
they will tell their readers who it was con- 
spired to stop the debate - the Prime Min- 
ister and the Leader of the Opposition. 
However, because the tools of democracy 
have been blunted we mustn’t throw them 
away, Mr. Foot urged, but in the process 
of winning our campaign we must work to 
restore the proper functions of represen- 
tational democracy. 

What does a meeting like this achieve ? 
There were a lot of people in Central Hall, 
very appreciative of the speeches they heard. 
A collection of over £200 was taken. But 
were there people there who had come to 
the meeting interested but uncommitted, and 
who went away convinced and ready to 
work for the Campaign ? I hope so, but I 
don’t know. The speakers hadn’t managed 
to change the mind of the lady Empire 
Loyalist who plods faithfully from CND 
meeting to CND meeting, but I suppose 
that would be too much to hope for. 


No endorsement 


The National Executive of the Labour 
Party has refused to endorse Mr, Illtyd 
Harrington as Parliamentary candidate for 
Dover, Mr. Harrington is a member of 
CND. He was interviewed in April by 
George Brown and Len Williams for having 
written an article in the Labour Monthly 
and for sponsoring a committee protesting 
against America’s McCarran act. Ray 
Gunter and Sara Barker went down on 
behalf of the Executive to a meeting in 
Dover on May 7 at which Mr. Harrington 
refused to withdraw his candidature. 


South-west ‘100’ 


A South-West Committee of 100 has re- 
cently been formed to cover Devon and 
Cornwall. It has held meetings in Exeter 
and St, Ives to protest against the resump- 
tion of tests by America. The Committee 
is urgently appealing for funds and volun- 
teers. The Secretary is Harry Forrest, 109 
Portland Street, Exeter. 


Apology 

Last week we reported that Durham County 
Council passed a resolution condemning 
nuclear tests as a result of the initiative of 
Alderman Mrs. Metcalfe. It was in fact 
Mrs. Elizabeth Morgan who initiated the 
sesolution and Mrs. Metcalfe opposed it. 
We apologise to both of them! 


Greenham Common preparations under way 


Police give sit-down promise 


The police have given assurances to the 
Committee of 100 that the March from 
Newbury to the Greenham Common air 
base prior to the sit-down at the base will 
be allowed to proceed without hindrance. 
They have also promised that route and 
transport marshals will not be arrested. 
These assurances could be overridden by 
orders to the contrary from London, but if 
so representatives from the Newbury and 
Berkshire County police have promised to 
give the Oxford Committee of 100, who are 
organising the demonstration, due warning. 

Greenham Common, where a sit-down will 


take place from 230 pm. on Saturday, 
June 23, until 2.30 p.m. on Sunday, June 24, 
is nominally an RAF base, but is occupied 
by the United States Air Force and is part 
of the Strategic Air Force command, It is 
thought that electronic equipment is tested 
there. Top security areas are guarded by 
three successive security fences and watch 
towers; radar areas are not fenced but are 
surrounded by alarm systems. The whole 
base is surrounded by a single fence and 
well patrolled by guards with dogs and by 
cars. 

When the base was being built about ten 


Tests: ‘go to Embassy’ 


The North-West Committee of 100 is plan- 
ning a sit-down in the Soviet Embassy to- 
morrow (Saturday, June 2) to protest against 
the proposed resumption of tests by Russia. 
The North-West Regioh CND are organis- 
ing a march and rally to coincide with the 
protest in London and will send a message 
from the rally to the Embassy. 


On the same day the first Soviet test is 
announced, if the announcement is made on 
or before the 6 p.m. news, London Region 
CND is calling on all its members to go to 
the Bayswater Road entrance to the Soviet 
Embassy and hand in letters of protest at 
8 p.m. The London Region Committee of 
100 is asking supporters to do likewise, 
and to gather for a public meeting at the 
same entrance at 9 p.m. Those taking part 
in the meeting will refuse to be moved on 
by the police. If the news is announced 
after 6 p.m. the protests will take place the 
next day. 


Committee of 100 convenors and CND 
groups in North London are organising a 
torchlight march to the American Embassy 
next Tuesday. The aim is to get as many 
people as possible to deliver personal pro- 
test letters against the tests addressed to 


President Kennedy. US officials have been 
asked to meet a small deputation. 


The march will start at Whitestone Pond 
(near Hampstead tube station) at 8 p.m. and 
should reach Grosvenor Square at 10 p.m. 
Marchers are asked to bring torches or 
lanterns to be lit en route, and to carry 
banners relating to nuclear tests only. The 
marshal for the march is Robin Corbett 
(PRI 4799), 

The group of mothers who sat down in 
Grosvenor Square on Sunday, May 20 (as 
reported in last week’s Peace News), have 
not yet received a reply to their letter 
handed into the US Embassy on that occa- 
sion, Since then they have written again, 
repeating their request for an interview 
with the Ambassador. ‘These mothers,” 
they said in their letter, “are quite deter- 
mined that their voices shall be heard. 
Although they have no leader and no 
specific organisation they do not intend to 
be forgotten or ignored.” 

They have informed the US Embassy that 
they plan to present themselves there once 
more on Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock, and 
on every subsequent Sunday until they re- 
ceive at least an acknowledgement of their 
letters. 


‘100’ for Moscow—on conditions 


The Committee of 100 has agreed to take 
part in the World Congress in Moscow 
from July 9 to July 14 which is being 
organised by the World Peace Council. 
The conditions which were set out in a 
letter to the British Preparatory Committee 
for the Congress are: 

1. That the sponsors of the Congress 
appreciate in advance that the National 
Committee of 100 believes in unilateral 
nuclear disarmament and interprets this to 
mean the building and expression of uni- 
lateralist opinion, by methods of non-violent 


British group 


for Swedish march 


A British contingent ise travelling by Land- 
Rover to take part in the Swedish Whitsun 
March from Sodertalje (June 9) to Stock- 
holm (June 10). The march, organised by 
the Swedish Campaign Against Atomic 
Weapons, is in support of the Unden plan 
put before the United Nations by Sweden’s 
Foreign Minister last year. 

The British group plan to spend two weeks 
on the whole trip, taking time to talk to 
people in the Swedish Campaign, and to 
organise pickets outside the American 
Embassies in Stockholm and if possible 
Copenhagen. A Land-Rover is leaving on 
June 5 and returning in time for the Green- 
ham Common demonstration. If seven 
more people, including some drivers, can 
join the group they hope to produce an- 
other van. The British contingent is being 
organised by Chris Cowley, 38 Pembridge 
Villas, who will also welcome donations 
towards expenses of the trip. 


Journey postponed 


The “no passports” journey being organ- 
ised by Inge Oskarsson and reported in last 
week’s Peace News is being postponed from 
July 1 to August 5. Inge and Averil Oskars- 
son are planning to take part in the War 
Resisters’ International study conference 
near Copenhagen from July 29 to August 4, 
and will travel with any volunteers from the 
conference to Krusa, in Denmark, prepara- 
tory te crossing the border into Germany. 


direct action, in every country including the 
Soviet Union. 

2. Recognition of the fact that in our view 
the Russian Government is as blameworthy 
as any other government that prepares for 
nuclear war, and that we intend to say 
so. 

3. That if our representatives do go to 
Moscow they will regard themselves as 
being wholly at liberty to put the unilater- 
ralist case from the platform and in every 
way they think best to propagate Committee 
of 100 ideas and methods and distribute 
policy statements. 

The letter, which was sent by the inter- 
national sub-committee of the Committee of 
100, said that a final decision to be repre- 
sented at the Congress depended on written 
acceptance of these conditions and that the 
Committee would make its position clear in 
public when their participation was an- 
nounced, 

Ivor Montagu, chairman of the Preparatory 
Committee, has reaffirmed that the condi- 
tions as set out are fully acceptable. 

Both Canon Collins and Bertrand Russell 
have now replied to Len Williams, General 
Secretary of the Labour Party, refusing to 
withdraw their sponsorship of the Moscow 
Congress, Canon Collins said he agreed to 
sponsor the Conference because it is of 
great umportance that a “strong and inde- 
pendent Western point of view” should be 
heard there. 


Pete Seeger freed 


The one-year prison sentence passed on 
Pete Seeger, the American folk singer, for 
contempt of Congress, has been reversed by 
the Circuit Court of Appeals in New York. 
He had been convicted for refusing to 
answer questions put by a Congressional 
investigating committee about his alleged 
Communist affiliations. He refused to 
answer on the ground that the investigation 
violated the right of free speech. 

Part of the money for the appeal was 
taised by folk song clubs in this country. 
After the decision was announced, Pete 
Seeger said in a message to friends in 
Britain: “If it hadn't been for all of you 
we could never have seen this through so 
well. So hooray for us and Old Tom Jeffer- 


son, too.” 


years ago there were strong protests by 
people locally who objected to the spoiling 
of a Jocal beauty spot. However, the base 
is now more or less accepted, and Thatcham, 
a local village, is largely dependent on it. 
The Oxford Committee is planning to 
arouse interest in the area of the base and 
to interpret the meaning of the sit-down by 
an intensive two-week campaign of leaflet- 
ing, canvassing, and open-air meetings just 
before the demonstration. This campaign 
will take place in Newbury, Oxford and 
Reading and the area bounded by these 
three towns. 

Just over 400 pledges for the demonstration 
have so far been received, The Committee 
plans to block all the entrances to the base 
and estimates that 1,000 people are needed 
to do this effectively. The Oxford Com- 
mittee has assured the police that they have 
no intention of entering the base on this 
occasion, Volunteers for the sit-down or 
the previous fortnight’s campaign in the 
area should contact the Oxford Committee 
of 100 at 3 Clarks Row, Oxford. 

A leaflet explaining the relevance of mass 
non-violent resistance has been distributed 
at the officers’ club and NCO quarters 
situated outside the base. But when Jen- 
nifer Homer and Nick Bennett attempted to 
leaflet the barracks and married quarters 
inside the base on Monday they were inter- 
cepted by the police and have been charged 
with obstructing the police in the execution 
of their duty and with conduct likely to 
cause a breach of the peace. They are out 
on bail, 


Michael Randle 


Last Wednesday I visited Michael Randle 
in Wormwood Scrubs where he is serving 
his 18 months sentence for the Wethersfield 
affair. Michael told me of something that 
had. happened to him the previous evening. 
He shares his cell with Trevor Hatton and 
another prisoner. That night the other man 
had diarrhoea. When cocoa came round, 
the man asked to be let out to the lavatory, 
but the officer refused. A little later he 
banged on his door and asked to be Jet out. 
Again the officer refused, and warned him 
he would be reported if he banged on the 
door again. As he was still in great pain 
Michael banged on the door. The officer 
came along and told Michael he would be 
reported, 

In the morming Michael appeared before an 
assistant governor. The officer claimed he 
had said, on the second occasion that the 
man asked to be let out, that he would re- 


turn later to see to him. This Michael 
denies. No witnesses were called - Trevor 
Hatton heard all that occurred - and 


Michael was sentenced to three days’ loss 
of remission and three days’ loss of pay 
He decided to appeal against this. 

On Friday I visited Ian Dixon. Ian told me 
that the day after I visited Michael he was 
called before an assistant governor who 
abused him for causing trouble. Afterwards 
Michael accidentally discovered that his 
appeal wasn’t going through. He had not 
been told about this. He has now started 
the complicated business of making an 
appeal all over again. 

I hope Peace News readers will make every 
effort to see that a public enquiry is made 


into this incident. 
ALAN LOVELL. 


Lords hear appeal 


The appeal before the House of Lords of 
the six members of the Committee sent- 
enced under the Official Secrets Act was 
heard on Wednesday just as Peace News 
went to press. The five men in Wormwood 
Scrubs have recently all been put in 
different cells as a “security” precaution. 
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